Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics - Weather  Bureau 


REPORT  OF  WATHER  AEID  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  the  Week  Ending  I'uesday,  July  5,  1,938. 


fssuscf  foint/y  by  the  Bureau  of  flgriauliurat  Economics  and  the  F/eather  BursaOt 


Gthses:  Fedura!  Office  Building,  Helena,  Idoniana, 


Tixe  we'^k  was  characterized  hy  almost  daily  showers,  and  cloudy,  linsettled 
weather  conditions  continued  in  rmich  the  same  manner  a.s  the  -nri^cedinff  week.  The 
showers  varied  from  light  to  excessive  intensity,  and  were  accompanied  in  numerous 
instances  by  damaging  hail  and  some  Iccal  flooding.  Most  damaging  hail,  however, 
was  confined  to  the  central  third  of  the  State,  with  none  reported  west  of  the 
Divide. . 

The  frequent  and  often  heavy  rains  kent  fields  mostly  too  wet  to  work, and  de¬ 
layed  haying  and  cultivation  of  ro'^'  crons,  as  well  as  completion  of  summerf  all  owing, 
sheen  shearing,  and  beet-thinning  operations.  A.lfalfa  is  largely  past  prime  condi¬ 
tion,  .and  cutting  of  the  remainder  of  the  first  crop  is  awaiting  favorable  weather 
conditions.  Very  little  of  the  crop  cut  so  far  has  been  stacked.  A.lthougn  it  has 
Deen  turned  repeatedly,  most  of  the- hay  has  spoiled  or  greatly  deteriorated  in 
quality  because  of  the  continued  rainy  and  cloudy  conditions.  It  is  also  interfer¬ 
ing  with  gro’.vth,of  the  second  crop.  Such  rov/  crops  as  beans,  beets,  potatoes,  and 
corn  have  been  making  good  growth,  but  are  in  need  of  drying  weather  for  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  redaction  of  i.veev  growth.  There  was  little  need  for  irrigation. 

While  it  wassome what  cooler  than  normal  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State, 
temperature,  moisture,  and  shunshine  conditions  were  mostly  favorable  for  fair  to 
'^ood  progress  of  crops  and  ranges  in  general.  Tne  condition  of  crops  and  ranges 
■continued  good'  to  excellent  in  most  sections,  and  further  improved,  in  those  areas 
where  some  deterioration  occurred  as  a,  result  of  early-June  drought.  Only  northern 
'Wioaux  County  reported  moisture  conditions  as  still  inadequate  and  crop  deteriora¬ 
tion.  Although  ' some  w/inter  v/heat  has  lodged  and  some  has  been  damaged  by-hail  and 
drought,  the  bulk  of  the  crop  is  reported  filling  nicely,  with  ripening  underway  in 
lie  extreme  western  ane  soutlieast ern  districts.  Rye  in  places  is  about  ready  for 
harvest.  Spring  Iheatand  other  earl.y  som  spring  grains  are  heading  with  consider¬ 
able  well  advanced  in  tnis  respect.  4  little  Icosp  smut  has  anpeared  in  Daniels 
County.  Truck  cropsand  fruit  are  reported  as  doing  \?ell. 


Ranges  have  continued  green,  althougn  m.any  grasses  have  headed  out  and  some 
nave  dropped  seed.  There  continues  an  abundance  of  gEass  and  water  for  all  live¬ 
stock  heeds.  Wild  hay  should  make  tne  biggest  crop  in  years;  in  many  sections  grass 
is  so  .abundant  that  hay  could  b--  cut  on  ranges  where  hardly  any  grass  grew  before. 

4n  over-abundance  of  needle  grass  is  unfavorable  for  sheep.  Livestock  continue  in 
fine  condition,  with  a  little  less  reported  from  poisonous  weeds.  Spring  calf 
roundups  have  been  largely  completed. 

.4 

Wet  Vifeather  was  ■'on  favor  able  for  poisoning  operations  against  insect  pests,  but 
at  the  s.ame  time  helped  keep  them  fairly  well  in  check.  Grasshoppers  have  attained 
seriously  damaging  numbers  in  a  fev'  limited  areas,  but  for  the  most  part  have  been 
of  little  concern  sc  far  this  season.  Web.’oorms  have  caused  some  damage  in  Yellow¬ 
stone  County. 
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#  Corrected  to  agree  with  June  Total. 


Series  I938  Nc .  l4 
Helena,  Montana 

July  6,  193s 


W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Bur.  of  4gri.  Economics. 


Tne  fo'lo  ’in^,  summaries  'f  Crot)  Conditions 'f or  the  week  endinje;  Jul-y  ^,-1932  are 
furnished  through  tue  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C*  Taylor,  Montana  State  Extension 
Service .  '  ■  ■  •  ■ 

BEO/TShE^fr :  Lignt  to  heavy  rains  over  the  entire  county;  few  cloudbursts  hut  small 
damage.  Crops  in' good  shap^  with  small  loss  to  date  due  to  ha.il; 
small  a  lO.jnt  first  cutti-:g  alfalfa  do'-rr  that  will  he  damaged  by  rain.  Rains  ae-  ^ 

layed  sneaping;  small  activity  in  wool  the  past  week  with  sales  renorted  on  a  few  [ 

dins  -  to  21^.  Livestock  in  good  shape  with  lots  of  grass.  1 

,  . .  . . . , ,  •  I 

BIG  RORl :  Goneral  shov/ers  hordering  on  cloudburst  proportions  fell -.'over  ;the  county  \ 

during  the  past  week,  causing  some  damge  to  crops  in  some  par^s  of  the  ; 
ccunty.  A  little  hail  was  rer)Ort‘=^d  in  the  Lodge  Grass  area  which  did  quite  a 
little,  da.mage.  Some  sections  of  the  Big  Horn  Valley  are  flooded  from  heavy  rains;  : 
oth- r.vise’ the  gro’wing  conditions  are  ideal.  AH  small  grain  doing  well  vdth' moisture 
condtions  very  favorable.  Cultivated  crops  are  getting  we ed.y  because  of  inability  | 

to  c-iltivate.  The  hay  cr'^p  is  cut  but  muchwill  be  spoiled  because  of  the.  delay  in 

nu-.T-ing  it  up  due  to  rain.  Bange  in  snlendid  condition.  Livestock  putting  on  fat 
and  v.lll  oe  marketed  early.  An  aD''undance  of  feed  on  hand  for  a  reduced  number  of  'i 

liv<^stccki  Plenty  of  labor  on  hand.  Gra-sshonpers  and  crickets  doing  some  damage 
in  places  but  their  infestation  has  been  checked  somewhat  by  the  recent  rains. 

HAILE ;  Local  showers  during  the  past  week  nearly  every  day^.  R.ains.  from  light 

shower.-'  to  he.avy  rains  in  trie  northern  end  of  tne  county.  A  total  of  3 *82 
inches  of  moisture'  fell  during  the  montri  of  June.  •  The  fore  part  of  the  week  was 
characterized'  by  hot  sultry  days  with  moderate  .temperatures  during  the  latter  nart.  ', 
Crops  exceptionally  ■  good  witn  the  exception  of  the  acreage  that- was  injured,  by  the  ij 
flood  last  vreek.  ■  It  is  anticipated  that  about  .5OO  acres  of  sugar  beets  were  lost 
due  to  the  flood.  Haying  started  on  some  farms  this  week  but  it  has  been  delayed  j 

on  account  of  v/et  weather.  Livestock  and  range  in  excellent  condition.  ' 

ii 

GARBO H :  Weather  hot  ^^nd  sultrv  with  daily  rains  accompanied  "bv  S'^vere  electrical  | 
storms.  Humidity  very  high.  Hails  have  caused  crop,  damage  in  several  ■! 

localities.  Very  high  v.'ater  reported  in  all  streams  and  many  bridges  have  been 
v/asned  out,  some- for  tne-  second  time  this  summer.  Crops  most  all  headed  out  and  , 

iiiucn  grain  is  lodging,  even  in  the  dryland  areas.  75^  of  the  first  cutting  of  [' 

alfalfa  has  been  very  oadly  damaged  due  to  weather  conditiops  and  in  most  cases  it  1 
will  be  necesscory  to  move  it  to  laake  way  for  the  second  cutting.  Sugar  .'beets  mak-  1, 
ing  vraadcrful  growth.  Range  conditions  excellent.  In, most  parts  of  the  country 
hay  could  be  cut  on  the  range  lands  where  hardly  .any  grass  grew  before.  -The  labor  > 
situ.ation  is  f---ir.  -  ”  ""  ^  ■ 

CASCADE:  Cool,  clHdy  weather  with  light  scattered  showers,  has  continued  to  make  ' 

ide-al  growing  conditions  for  v/heat,  but  nas  caused  considerable  delay  in  f 

harvesting  the  first  cutting  of  hay  '.and  has  damaged  quite  a  lot  of  hay  whien  was  ; 

cut  before  the  rains  of  last  week.  Wet.  weether  has  also  causedso me  delay  in  finish-  | 

ing  up  thinning  of  sugar  beets  and  in  getting  the'last  of  the  summerfallowing,  done.  | 

Benefits  from  t-nis  type  of  weather  however  f.ar  outweigh  any  losses  that  hav^  been  I 

susta.inod  to.  date.  ,  No  insect  damage  has  .resulted..  Mormon  crickets,  are  under  _  1 

control  and.  txiere  is.  no  call  for  grasshopoer  bait.  Livestock  are  in  excellent  con-  :j 
dition..'  Surplus  of  la'oor.  ' 

GHCJTEAU :  With  '\.mple  rain  in  all  sections  and  heavy  cloudbursts  in  some,  moisture  ;j 

conditi''ns  ■u’e  tne  best  they  h;ave  been  for  sometime.  Cool,  still  j 

weatiier  .'iias  nclped  to  speed  growth  of  all  crops.  Hay  cr’^.ps  are  abundant  but  rain  ^ 

has  delayed  its  cutcing  .and  stacking.  It  a  oaears  that  weeds, y.ull  affect  yields  of  j 

■’.'he.at  in  many  sect  ions.  Frost  damage  is  mere  noticeable  th.an  earlier.  Root  rot  1 

damage;  v;ill  be  small  due  to  ample  revins  out  might  have  been  more  destructiye.  | 

Mormon  cricket  control  work  continues,  new  outbreaks  have  occurred  in  the  Square  ' 

Butte,  area.  A  fev/  out'bre.aks  of  grasshoppers  have  occurred  but  these  are  under  ^ 

control  except  on  range  land  where  control  is  not  practical.  I 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER:  Generally  warm  with  scatteredsho wers  and  rains  over  the 

entire  area.  Gro’.-ung  conditions  good.  Both  irrigated  and 
dr.yla.nd  crops  making  good  growth.  Dryland  grain  in  southern  Custer  County  showing 
need  for  rain  until  recent  showers.  Winter  wheat  turning  with  spring  wheat  and 
oth-u,  grains  well  hp>aded.  First  cutting  of  alfalfa  going  in  the  stack  with  opora- 
tio'".;'  somewhat  d.elayed  on  account  of  showers.  Beets,  potatoes  and  corn  under  irri- 
.gat'.on  excel"'  ~nt.  Irrigation  water  supply  a^le.  Range  conditions  remain  good 
with  plenty  of  grass  and  water  for  all  stock.  Shea.ring  completed  wit'h  delivery  of 
wool  to_  shipping  point  underway.  Some  restocking  of  ca.ttle  in  Powder  River  County — 
mostly  steer  stuff. 

DA1!I.".LS :  Approximately  .60  inch  precipitation  fell  over  most  sections  of  the  county 

during  the  past  week.  Growing  conditions  have  been  generally ■ fair .  Late 
seeded  wheat  showing  good  growt'n.  Early  seeded  wheat  is  almost  entirely  headed  out, 
and  loose  smut  appearing  in  some  fields.  Considerable  summer fall  owing  being  done 
in  s.'^rae  sections  of  the  county.  Livestock  situation  unchanged.  Labor  situation 
about  the  .some  as  last  week.  Some  grasshopper  poisoning  being  done  in  :Count.y,.  No 
dainao’e  has  been  reported  yet. 


(Continued  on  Rage  2.) 
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1  * 

!  r>'‘'’S0M:  Weather  conditions  co"l  most  of  the  week  with  three  rains  cove'-'ing  most  of 
tne  co'onty.  Growing  conditions  excellent.  Cro’^s  in  better  share  than 
last  week.  There  was  slight  hail  damage  in  the  Bloomfield  Area.  Some  hay  is  being 
c  -t .  The  Southeast  corner  of  the.  county  reports  s.om^  diomage  from  h-at  the  previous 
;  week.  Livestock  are  in  good  condition, with  plenty  of  water  and  gra.zing  good. 

!  Laocr  situation,  o.k.  Quite  a  heavy  infestatio.n  of  small'  grasshoppers  along  the 
j  river  and  the  southw'estern  part  of  the  county,  although  there  still  is  not  much 
damage  reported.  Considerable  bait  is  being  srread,  and  a  mixing  crew  will  start 
next  Tuesday  to  mix  new  bait.  Some  -damage  from  blister  beetles  being  rerorted. 

FBB.GUS :  2.29  inches  precipitation  this  week  making  a  total  for  the  month  of  5*86. 

r  With  s'ufficient  moisture  in  all  parts  of  the  county  crops  are  looking  the 

I  oest  they  have  in  several  .vears  with  considerable-  recov<='ry  being  made  from  frost 
;  and  frouth  v/hich  damaged  crops  between  .pane  5  nnd  20th.  Grass  headed  out  and  much 
j  of  it  ■aeit-’ured  make  prospects  for  recovery  of  grass,, very  good.  Some  cloudbursts 

[  and  nail  have  caused  damage  to  a  few  hundred  acres  throughout  the  county  in  quite 

I  scattered  spots.  Livestock  are  in  the  best  condition  in  many  years  beca.use- of  hav¬ 
ing  excellent  grass  .and,  plenty  of  vater.  Grasshomoers  not  numerous  but  have  not 
,  Deen  reduced  materia,! ly  during  the  ten  d.ays  of  wet  weather. 

I  BLATEgAE ;  Precipitation  general  throughout  thecounty  thefore  part  of  the  week,  with 
I  scattered  showers  the  later  part  of  the  week.  Growing  conditions  some- 

vhat  improved  over  the  past  tv;o  weeks.  The  f  irst  -  cutting  of  alfalfa  is  about  70^ 

;  of  normal,  ho  insect  d-amage  to  date.  Truck  crops  and  small  finiits  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  The  condition  of  range  and  livestock  remains  ’■ood. 

GALL  A'T  IE :  Weather  cool,  intermittent  showers  with  h--avy  shower  middle  of  the  week. 

Two  bad  hail  storms  in  county  west  and  north  of  Bozeman,  .and  in  Amsterdam 
section.  Fall  gi'ain  is  practically  -all  head-cd  and  spring  grain  making  good  growth. 
Some  hay  loss  due  to  heavy  moisture  conditions.  Grasshopper  poisoning  underway  in 
'".'hrec  Forks  area.  Range  conditions  continue  good. 

T, LRFIELD  -  PETROLEUM:  Showers  from  ligpt  to  cloudburst  intensity  have  occurred 

throughout  the  week  covering  both  counties  with  varying 
amounts  of  precipitation.  Sultry  temneratures,  sky  partly  cloudy.  General  growing 
renditions  good.  Precipitati ''n  has  imi-'roved  all  crop  c'^nditions.  Crons  in 
Scattered  areas  previously  showing  damage  because  of  lack  of  moisture  have  gener  ily 
been  benefitted  by  showers  and  are  now  prospects  for  feed  and  some  grain.  Hail 
damage  has  occurred  in  small  areas  in  Garfield  county  resulting  in  severe  loss  to- 
early  seeded  grain  crops,  late  seedings  and  corn  in  those  areas  will  recover. 

Curing  ..,:rains  50^  headed,.  Cron  making  good  advances  following  slow  start.  Live¬ 
stock  condition  generally  very  good.  Slight  sheep  loss  resulted  over  the  two 
counties  due  to  floods.  Ranges  are  ariple.  Range  grasses  continue  recovery  from 
previous  yea.rs  condition  being  benrfitted.  greaoly  by  recent  precipitation.  Flood 
damUfije  to  various  a  gricultural  properties  in  the  two  counties  during  the  week  will 
total  several  thousand  dollars. 

.GLAC IFR ;  Precipitation  .33  inches  in  Cut  Bank.  Severe  hailstorms  s'wept  across  the 
county  la.st  Sunday  afternoon  and  another  hail  storm  follov/ed  almost  .. 
same  nath  Thursday.  About  2,000  acres  of  wheat  damaged.  A  few  general  showers 
occurred  throughout  the  week  with  extremely  heavy  rainfall  here  and  there  over  the 
county.  Growing  conditions  generally  fair.  Winter  wheat  blooming  and  some  of  the 
e^'r!  spriijg  wheat  coming  out  of  the  boot.  Some  alfalfa  being  cut.  Shearing  pretty 
w  11  along.  Some  reports  being  made  of  heavier  dins  than  last  year.  L^^Lor  is 
adequate.  Some  local  infest.ation  of  hoppers  reported.  Tempera.tures  have  been 
ra.her  low  for  effective  poisoning.  , 

dlLL.*  I.C9  inci.'s  precipitation  for  the  oast  week.  Crons  a,rein- exception,ally  good 
condition.  The  majority  of  the  snring  wheat  is  headed  out.  We  have  had  ao 
much  raoisture  that  it  has  been  impossible  t"-  get  the  first  cutting  of  alfalfa  out 
of  tne  way.  Ranges  arein  excellent  condition.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  A 
s^-rplus  of  labor.  Very  little  damage  from  Say's  Grain  Bugs,  crickets  or  grasshopper 

JULI TE  BAS  IE :  Precipitation  high  and  scattered  throughout  the  county.  Cloudbursts 
have  been  general,  hitting  at  local  spots  at  various  times.  Temper- 
-  oures  moderate.  Wind  slight.  Hail  moderate  but  doing  considerable  d.amage  in 
several  small  areas.  Soil  moisture  improving  in  eastern  portion  of  the  county. 

Wheat  reviving  with  recent  rains.  Western  portion  of  the  county  in  excellent  shape. 
Soil  bloY/ing  very  slight.  l\To  grasshoppers.  Crickets  being  held  in  check,  by  Federa,! 
crev/.  Cutworm  damage  d-ecreasing.  Feed  conditions  excellent.  Livestock  in  good 
hare.  Surplus  of  range.  Labor  situation  balanced. 

uA^:  Moderate  to  heavy  showers  over  the  entire  county.  Most,  of  the  we.ek  has  been 

cloudy.  Storms  have  badly  damaged  large  Percentage  of  hay  which  had  been  cut. 
All  crops  making  excellent  growth.  Haying  is  delayed  because  of  storms.  Winter  . 
barley  and.  rye  a.re  getting  ripe.  Sugar  beet  hoeing  in  full  swing.  Crickets  migrat¬ 
ing  fro;n  higher  lands  and  doing  some  da,mage.  Grasshoppers  are  being  poisoned  in  all 
s.ecti  ns  of  the  county.  Sugar  beet  webworm  moths  appeared  during  the  week  in 

al ar . in g  numb ers.  . 

(Continued  on  Page  3.) 
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County  S  immaries  of  Crp-p  Conditions  for  the  week  ending  July  2,  1^38  ■'  fia.ge  4. 

seeded  grain  is  grov:ing-  rapidly  and  in  most  sections  will  do  better  than  the  early-^ 
grain.  C^H  for  grasshopper  bait  is  increasing  daily.  Recent  rains  have  insured 
good  forage  on  the  range  for  tne  near  future. 

RICPiliAhX';  There  have  been  two  hard  rains  this  week  which  has  improved  moisture  con¬ 
ditions  very  much.  There  has  been  a  total  of  4.36  inches  of  moisture^ 
during:  tne  month  of  J'one.  Conditions  in  the  irrigated  valley  are  the  best  they 
have  beenfcr  a.  numuer  of  years  with  the  added  moisture  which  to  have  had  this 
spring.  Thinning  and  blocking  of  beets  is  about  8G^  completed.  All  grain  crops 
are  in  good  condition.  ?irst  cutting  of  hay  is  now  in  full  swing  in  the  irrigated 
va,lle>'.  Moisture  conditions  in  the  dryland  section  of  the  county  are  very  good  and 
crons  ®re  looki::;g  excellent  except  for  the  d  amage  being  done  by  grasshopners .  How¬ 
ever,  an  intensive  poisoning  campaign  is  now  underway  in  all  parts  of  the  county 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  damage  done  by  the  hopners  will  be  limited.  Ranges  are 
fetter  tnis  year  than  they  have  been  for  ten  yoars  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
1'  rmers  will  be  able  to  put  up  a  considerable  amount  of  feed  for  the  winter.  Labor 
is  pleutiXal. 

fdOSEVRLT ;  heavy  rains  fell  in  all  sections  of  the  county  again  this  week,  reaching 
cloudburst  proportions  in  some  sections.  Weather  warm  latter  part  of 
kveek;  growing  conditions  excellent.  Majority  of  fields  of  spring  grain  and  other 
crops  in  excellent  condition  all  over  the  county.  Many  fields  headed  out.  Pros- 
•  ects  for  the  heaviest  yields  of  spring  wheat  since  192S  on  many  fields  reported. 
Livestock  continue  in  fine  shape  with  an  abundance  of  grass  and  water.  Very  little 
restocking  has  occurroe.  after  most  of  the  livestock  had  been  shipped  out  in  1937* 
Grarama  grass  beginning  to  h-ad.  C-hasshopper  poison  continues  to  be  spread,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  county  where  the  infestation  is  heaviest. 

Little  hopper  damage  reported. 

ROSRRUD : '  General  showers  brcugh  needed  moisture  to  practically  every  part  of  the 
county  during  the  week.  Growing  conditions  excellent.  Winter  wheat 
ripening  rapidly.  Moisture  received  during  the  week  practically  assures  v/ell-filled 
heads,  although  earlier  drought  retarded  the  growth  somewhat.  Early  spring  croPs 
also  damaged;  later  crops  still  held  promise  of  good  yield.  Considerable  first 
cutting  of  alfalfa  damaged  by  rain.  Cron  and  sugar  beets  grov;ing  rapidly.  Blue 
Joint  meadows  mostly  'under  ’.'-f-ter  during  week.  Wild  hay  promises  biggest  crop  in 
years.  Ranges  continue  to  improve.  Earlier  grasses  and  weeds  matured.  Spring 
calf  roundup  completed.  Excellent  calf  crops  obtained  over  entire  county.  Shearing 
comioleted;  fe’w  sales  cf  wcol  reported. 

S ANDERS ;  Precipitation:  trace.  Maximum  temperature,  87;  minimum  9^*  Early  part 
cf  week  clear  with  high  temperature.  Latter  part  cf  we^'k  cloudy  with 
fi'ccuent  showers.  Crop  conditions  greatlj^-  improved  by  recent  jains.  Winter  wh-'^at 
".■-a.rting  tc  ripen.  Harvesting  first  cutting  hay  in  full  swing.  Spring  grain 
h  ading  aiid  in  very  good  condition.  Hew  seeding  of  alfalfa  and  tame  grasses  in 
g  od  condition  and  m.aking  good  growth.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Livestock 
being  mcvod  tc  higher  summer  ranges.  Lower  ranges  revived  by  recent  rains  but  t^'c 
late  for  any  ma.terial  benefit.  Grasshoppers  and  crickets  being  held  in  check  by 
rains  and  poisoning  operations. 

SHERIL-Ail :  Growing  conditions  have  been  ideal  during  the  past  week.  Scattered 

showers  have  occurred  throughout  the  county  varying  in  amounts  from  cnp- 
half  an  inch  to  one  inch  cf  precipitation.  In  general,  cr-'p  conditions  are  favorable 
M.  st  fields  are  headira,  ut  nicely.  Large  number  of  grasshoppers  are  endangering 
the  crops  in  seme  parts  cf  tne  county.  Livestock  conditions  continue  excellent. 

No  cii'v\:c  in  the  labor  situation. 

STIL -iWATER :  Generally  cc  ~1  during  the  week  with  several,  scattered  showers,  ^ail 

reported  in' southern  part  cf  the  county  with  some  damage.  All  crops  in 
geed  condition  v;ith  exception  cf  grain  in  are.as  hailed  ^ut  during  previous  week. 
Believe  a  conservative  estimate  r-f  crop  damage  from  hail  storm  previous  week  would 
amount  to  $20,000.  Large  amcemt  cf  first  cutting  ha.'"  down  tha,t  is  materially 
lowered  in  feed  value  c,  r  spoiled  due  tc  rains.  Sugar  beets  and  beans  in  excellent 
ccrditicn.  In  seme  sections  even  though  wheat  fields  lo^'k  good,  yields  v/en't  be  ac 
large  as  a.nticipated.  Livestock  continues  in  good  condition.  Several  large  cattle 
Icsses  reported  from  poisonous  weeds.  Stillwater  7i[col  Pool  sold  past  week  for  . 

Butcher  Creek  peel  also  s^ld  previous  week.  Surplus  of  lab''r. 

SV/EET GRASS :  Partially  cloudy.  Cool  and  showery,  prr  cipitat icn  0.35*  -  crops, 

exce’it  in  hailed  area.  Winter  wheat  hpa.ded.  Soring  grain  growing 
r.xpidl'u  Ccnsiderable  hay  do'Am  and  in  bad  shape  due  tc  rains.  Haying  will  be  in 
full  swirif':  after  the  4th,  v/eather  permitting.  Hail  and  floods  practically  destroyed 
winter  .grains  and  gardens  in  hail  area.  Spring  grains  n'^t  sc  badly  damaged.  Live- 
poock  doing  v;ell.  Shearing  ^Sfo  complete.  i/Yool  selling  slowly.  Labor  situation, 
n  .changed. .  Gra,sshcpp':  rs  doing  considerable  damage  in  spots.  Control  work  underway. 
Crickets  remaining  in  the  hills. 

" TON :  Precipitation  for  the  week  was  .77*  Precipitation  for  the  month  cf  June  has 
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been  ver:/  good  with '  aio^'r "^ximately  5  inches  over  most  of  the  coixnty  and  as  much  as 
inches  in  the  Power  area.  Crop  nrospects  are  hetterthis  year  than  they  have 
een  for  many  years.  Considerable  hail  damage  in  an  area  east  of  Bynum,  2  miles 
wide  and  I5  miles  long.  Hail  damage  the  first  of  the  week  was  from  a  I'i  nercent 
to  a'*t'otal  loss.  Spring  wheat  is  heading  out  niecely  over  most  of  the  county.' 

\7inter  wnea.t  is  filling  nicely.  A.ifalfa  ready  for  cutting,  pending  favorable 
weatner  conditions.  Sheepmen  are  somewhat  worried 'over  the  prevalence  of  Needle 
rass  0.  tue  range  this  ,.'ear.  Needle  gra.ss  seed  that  has  been  dormant  for  the 
pasL  1-  vears  is  evidently  coraingto  life.  Livestock  in  very  good  condition. 

TOCLh :  Sever-  1  good  showers  received  througnout  the  week.  Moisture  recorded  at 
She-loy  for  June  was  3  •  SI  whicu  brought  the  total  since  A.pril  1st  to  8.3^* 
Crops  in  very  good  shaPe  at  the  present  time.  There  is  sufficient  raoistare  to 
keeri  thciTi  growing  for  sometime.  About  200  acres  of  crou  has  been  damaged  by  hail 
the  last  we-‘k.  Farmers  are  buyin^r  insurance  in  a  much  gr^-ater  volume  than  in  the 
past  ypars.-  A.11  nty  and  summ^^rfal lowing  cnerations  are  at  r  stand-still,  the 
groa.id  has  been  too  wet,  as  there  has  been  moisture  everyday  since  the  18th  of 
June.  Shee-Draen  are  experiencing  difficulties  in  shearing;  due  to  the  frequent 
reins  it  has -been  impossicle  to  shear.  Grass  continues  in  excellent  shape.  Short 
grasses  are  making  excellent  growth.  Labor  is  ulentiful. 

VALLEY :  Local  showers  throughout  the  county,  particularl.y  in  northern  nortion  the 
past  week.  Crons  for  the  inost  oart  are  looking  good.  One  renort  of  hail 
doing  slight  da.'ige  north  of  Nashua.  First  cutting  of  alfalfa  nractically  com- 
'^leted.  Sugar  beets  looking  good.  A.11  shearing  com-nleted  with  the  exception  of 
a  few- small  farm  flocks. 

\,.’SA.TLAa-D :  Continued  coolduring  the  week.  Heavy  rains  throughout  the  week  and  some 
hail  damage  in  tnc  American  Fork  area,  particula,rly  to,  v.dnter  y/heat. 

Some  damage  fromsoil  washing  due  to  heavy  rains.  Some  wool  sales  .during  the  past 
'.yrek.  '  '  '  '  '  . 

b'lBAJJX  :  Weather  hot  the  first  part  of  the  week,  cooler  tne  last  half,  precipitation 
over  entire  county  during  the  week.  However,  the  north  end  of  the  county 
is  still  dry  and  drons  are  materially  hurt.  The  southern  one-third  is  very  good, 
c'lnd  cro''  prospects  have  improved  in  the  rest  of  the  county  this  past  week,  except 
the  northern  p-art.  Grasshoppers  are  nunerous  in  parts  of  the  county.  A  great 
deal  of  poison  is  oeinguscd.  Ranges  in  very  good  condition,  in  the  greater  part 
of  t''.''-co j.nty .  Considerable  wild  hay  will  be  out. 

YELLOWSTONE :  Local  showers  an'd  scattered  moisture  throughout  the  county ,  y/ith  h.Pt 
weatner.  2.25  inches  precipitation.  Growing  ccnd.itions  excellent. 

Sea -tered  hails  in  Broadviev;,  Molt  vicinity  'rf  Pryor  and  east  of  Custer.  Damage 
und'  termined  at  present  time.  Precipitation  for  the  month  of  June,  5*23>  which  is 
tne  ..cst  raoistare  since  19^-5>  recorded  at  the  Billings  Station,  precipitation  in 
1305  -’/as  5*31-  Crops  conditions  are  '  excellent .  Spring  grains  headed  out  andgood 
stands.  Beets  growing  excellent.  VJebworms  bad  at  the  present  time.  Winter  grain- 
in  drylands  is  heaviest  for  many  years.  Some  winter  wheat ' lodging.  Practically  all 
first  cutting  hay  still  in  the  shock  ^^nd  ydll  be  badly  discolored.  Crickets  still 
threatening  all  irrigated  areas,  but  oiling  operations  are  effective.  A.  total  of 
84  miles  of  ditcii,  riverand  streams  being  oiled  at  the  present  time  and  j6  miles  of 
tin  fencing  all  going  doubl‘d  duty,  cricket  program  ver.y  effective  and  insome  areas, 
drives  are-  cleaning  out  complete  bands.  '  Livestock  in  excellent  shape.  Range  the 
best  for  the  past  20  years,  a.ccor.  ing  t^  stockmen.  Surplus  of  labor. 
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REPORT  OF  YfEATIiER  ALTD  CBOP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA] 

For  the  Week  Eiidmg  Tuesday,  July  12,  1938, 


Issued  loinity  by  ihe  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  and  the  Weathor  Bursat^ 
Offices:  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana, 


Warmer  weather  generally,  becoming  hot  in  the  East  around  the  middle  of 
the  period,  mixed  with  plenty  of  sunshine  and  showers  furnished  ideal  growing 
conditions  for  dryland  and  irrigated  crops  during  the  week  ending  Tuesday, 

July  12th.  A.lthough  not  as  numerous  nor  as  severe  as  during  the  two  preced¬ 
ing  v;eeks,  hailstorms  nevertheless  continued  to  cause  some  losses  of  grain  and 
hay  crops  in.  central  and  southern  sections.  Great  hordes  of  grasshoppers  fly¬ 
ing  into  portions  of  tne  extreme  southeastern  counties  from  points  outside  of 
the  .State  caused  some  damage  to  crops  and  haylands  in  their  path  and  threatened 
more  serious  damage  before  narvest  time  two  to  three  weeks  hence. 

Except  in  the  damaged  areas,  grain  crons  were  renorted  in  good  to  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  There  has  been  some  lodging  of  grain,  but  as  yet  to  no 
serious  extent.  Winter  wheat  continues  filling  well,  and  in  a  number  of  dis¬ 
tricts  is  reported  ripening.  Spring  wheat  and  other  spring  grains  are  fairly 
well  headed  out,  with  some  in  the  dough  stage.  Rye  is  being  narvested  in  dry¬ 
land  areas,  but  harvest  of  other  small  grains  is  expected  to  be  later  than 
last  year.  Some  crops  in  northern  sections,  especially  on  irrigated  land,  are 
very  late.  Flax  end  mastard  crops  are  growing  in  fine  shape,  and  corn  has 
shown  considerable  improvement  with  the  advent  of  hot  weather,  .pea  crops  are 
quite  weedy,  but  stands  are  excellent  and  forming  large  numbers  of  pods.  Sugar 
beets  are  mostly  excellent;  hailed  and  flooded  fields  have  recovered  to  some 
extent, but  a  few  have  been  completely  abandoned  because  recent  long  wet  periods 
h.ave  prevented  thinning  and  weeding  operations.  Frosts  slightly  injured  gar¬ 
den  stuff  in  Judith  Basin  County  during  the  last  two  weeks.  A.  good  crop  of 
sour  cherries  is  reported  ready  for  market  in  western  districts. 

A  slacking  up  of  showers  permitted  stacking  of  much  of  the  damaged  early 
cutting  :f  hay.  fhat  too  spoiled  for  Scalvage  has  been  hauled  from  the  fields 
and  d\imped  or  burned.  Cutting  of  hay  is  well  underway  once  more,  and  other 
delayed  farm  operations  such  as  summer-fallowing  and  sheep-shearing  are  being 
completed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Where  the  first  crop  of  alfalfa  is  out  of 
tiie  way,  the  second  crop  is  reported  getting  a  good  start. 

Ranges  are  in  excellent  shape  and  capable  of  supporting  far  more  live¬ 
stock  than  are  present.  There  should  be  plenty  of  feed  for  winter  grazing  ex¬ 
cept  in  such  areas  where  grasshoppers  have  recently  a.ppeared  in  serious  num¬ 
bers  from  outside  the  State.  Livestock  continue  in  splendid  condition  with 
plenty  of  feed  and  water. 


TEiviPFlRATURE  AlID  PRECIPITATION  DATA,  WEEK  ElTDING  JULY  12,  '1938 


Sunshine 

Total 

Precipitation 

Temper? 

i.ture 

;  %  of 

This 

From  April 

For  Corresponding 

Station 

Highest  Lowest 

Possiole 

Week 

1st  to  Date 

_  P  0  pi  9.4_-  -i  ?1  T  9  3 1—  -  _  ' 

Bill  ings 

98 

53 

* 

0.20 

10.30 

6.39 

Bozeman 

S4 

45 

* 

C.I9 

9. 87 

8.39 

Conrad 

* 

* 

* 

0.93 

:  s  .45 

5.98 

Cut  Bank 

85 

43 

* 

T 

•  9-09 

5.82 

Fort  Peck 

94 

53 

* 

0.11 

6.06 

3.60 

Glendive 

97 

52 

0.06 

5-37 

■4.84 

Great  Falls 

86 

51 

* 

■  0.27 

9.48 

3.9s 

Havre 

90 

56 

74 

0.51 

7.93 

6.27 

HELENA 

85 

52 

70  : 

0.53 

9.4c 

3-74 

Eal  i  spell 

86 

46 

76 

0.45 

4.32 

4.95 

Lewis  town 

SO 

44 

0.16 

11.19 

5.34 

Malta 

92 

53 

* 

0.26 

•  7.95 

5. 88 

Miles,  City 

96 

54 

80 

0.35 

6.4l 

4.06 

Missoula 

92 

50 

72 

0.21 

.  7-10 

3. 08 

Poplar 

94 

49 

'■  4: 

0.35 

9.04 

2.30 

Stanford 

* 

★ 

* 

0.50- 

11.08 

4.55 

Average 

0.32 

8.32 

4.95 

*No  Data. 


W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 
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Helena,  Montana 
July  13,  193s 


The  follGwine  3-Jjnra?-ries  of  Cron  Conditions  for  the  week  ending  J-nly  9,  1^38  are  i| 

furnished  through. the  courtesy  of  Lirector  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State  Extension 
Service  .■ 

BZAVEBHEAT:  Rain  the  first  part  of  .wP.e’5’...'the;past  two  days  warmer  without  rain.  '8 

Haying  delayed  due  to  rain  with  a  small  amount  of  hay  cut  during  rain  il 

a  total  loss.;  ■  crops  .good;  irrigating  water  suoply  excellent  with  some  v/ater  commiss- 
ioners  oeing  removed.  .  Shearing  still  being  delayed  due  to  rain;  activity  in  wool  | 
sales  good  the  past  week;  livestpck  in  good,  shape.  Ranges  excellent.  Large  numbers  | 
of  webworm  moths,  but  as  yet  no  worms.  I 

[ 

RIG-  HORN :  Heavy  sncwers  accomoanird  uy  ha.il  in  some  localities  fell  over  the  county  'i 
.carlj'-  in  the.  week..  The  hail  did  much  damage -in  a  region  north- of  Hardin  :i 

and  the  Lodge  Grass  district.  Growing  conditions  are  good  except  in  palces  where  |j| 

flood  water  has  not  drained  off.  ^Cintor  wheat  is  ripening  and  spring  ’.vhe.at  nearly 
all  headed.  Except  for  the  flooded  and  iiOiled  areas,  sugar  beets  are  making  good 
progress  and  much  of  the  acre.ago  dama.ged  by  h.ail  will  recover  to  some  extent.  The  ;■ 
first  crop  '^f  alfalfa  practic"-lly  all  in  the  stack  but  very  much  damaged  by  the  heavy  i 

rains.  Yihea;.  farmers  of  the  county  are  showing  much  interest  in  storage  of  wheat 

on  farms,  pending  information  on  loans  by  the  Government.  Range  and  livestock  in  ! 
excellent  condition.  Annie  labor.  Crickets  doing  dajnage  in  some  localities  but  are  I 
largely  controlled  by  oiling,  tin  barrier,  and  dusting.  Grasshoppers  appearing  in 
tne  Rig  Horn  Valley. 

BLAIl'TB :  The  fore  T;art  of  the  week  characterized  by  light  showers  in  the  western  p.art 
of  the  county  witn  a  heavy  rain  in  the  ea.stern  part.  Temperature  moderate. 
Growing  conditions  excellent  in'  all  parts  of  the  county.  A.11  crops,  both  on  irri¬ 
gated  'and  dry  l.and,  showing  excellent  growth  with  the  exception  of  the  acreage  of 
sugar  beets  v.toich  was  damaged  by  the  flood  of  two  weeks  .ago.  The  beet  acreage  loss 
is  now  estimated  at  1200  acres.  Haying  has  been  delayed  due  to  the  wet  weather.  ‘ 

Livestock  and  range  in  excellent  condition.  1 

C  ARB  OH :  Heavy  snowers'  almost  ev^ry  day  in  most  sections  '^f  the  county,  Rains  occur¬ 
ring  in  late  afternoons  as  a.  general  rule.  Severe  hail  damaged  the  terr¬ 
itory  in  the  Five  Mile  and  Edgar  sections.  Crop  conditions  excellent  where  not 
d-^maj;ed  by  hail.  Winter  wheat  beginning  to  ripen.  Spring  grain  practically  all  . 

headed,  practically  all  the  first  cutting  of  hay,  particularly  alfalfa,  has-been  ! 

sL.-;cked,  although  badly  dhma.g-ed.  Sugar  beets  m.,aking  exceptional  growth  this  season  I 

although  tne  beets  in  the  Bridger  area  were  severely  damaged  by  hail.  With  the  ' 

excessive  amount  of  moisture  it  has  been  difficult  to  work  beans  and  beets  to  pre-  j 
vent  v/eed  growth.  A.11  livestock  in  excellent  condition.  i 

C A-SG-APE :  Sc.attered  showers  with  cool  nights  and  four  sunny  d.ays,  .improved  last 

week's  crop  conditions  and  far.mers  are  now  moving  hay  into  .  the  stack  as  | 

rapidly  as  possible.  Quite  a  lot  of  hay  which  was  cut  prior  to  and  during  the  rains  ' 

of  the  last  two  weeks  has  spoiled  beyond.,  salvage  and  is  oeing’ hauled  to  coulees  and  i 

dumped.  All  grain  crops  are  in  excellent  condition  and  winter  wheat  is  commencing 
to  turn.  Slight  hail  loss  reported  in.  the  Fairfield  district  Friday  afternoon. 

•Second  hoeing  of  sugar  beets  is  completed  and  fields  are  now  being  ditched  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  irrigation.  Liv'-stock  in  excellent .  condit  ion .  Surplus  of  labor-  Ho  ' 
damage  reported  from  grasshoppers.  Mormon  crickets  under  control.  i 

CH OUTEAIJ :  Ideal  growing  weather  for  crops.  Rain  almost  every  dajo  in  some  areas  of  ; 

the  county.  Hail  da:na.ge  in  several  areas  reported  15  t':'  90  percent.  ' 

Ccc'l  with  short  periods  of  high  wind..  Spring  wheat  showing  e.specially  rapid  growth.  .  j 
West  of  Big  Sandy  tne  best  crop  in  '.oears  is  in  prospect.  Winter  wheat  turning  ripe 
in  a  fev;  localities.  Estim.a,ted  yields  of  3O  to  35  bushels  reported.  Outbreaks  of  ' 
Mormon  crickets  continue  in  the  Square  Bu'cte  area..  Tin  barriers  being  erected  but 
some  have  entered,  cre^^s  due  to  shortage  of  sufficient  barrier.  More  extreme  out¬ 
breaks  are  expected  in  the  future,  'ihese  outbreaks  are  threatening  the  most  pro¬ 
ductive  crop  land  in  Chouteau. County. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIYFIR:  ?/arra  with  light  scattered  showers.  Hailstorms  in  south  ,| 

country- and  Powder-River  County, doing  spotted  damage  to 
grain  crops,  causing  losses  up  to  ^,0  percent.  Hail  on  the  Little  P''wder  River  July 
4  completely  destroyed  hay  and  grain  crops,  also  cleaned  range  of  grass.  This  area 
trl.y  a  fev/  in  south  country  headed  but  need  rain.  Extremely  severe  invasion  :'f  : 

migrootory  grasshoppers  July  3  n  v/  occupying  eastern  half  of  both  counties  and  moving  . 

wostward.  Reported  damages  few  so  far.  Grain  crops  being  cut  for  hay  where  des-- 
truction  nnpears  imminent.  P'ison  ba.it  going  out  but  most  to  irrigati-on  farmers. 
Control  by  ba.iting  generally  hcneless,  as  range  country  also  heavily  infested. 

Damage  to  range  feed  not  .yet  apparent.  Dry  land,  rye  harvest  underway  with  good 
yields  in  prospect.  Irrigated  crops  excellent.  Haying  continues.  Condition  of 
beta  sheep  and.  cattle  remains  excellent  with  plenty  of  grass  and  water.  Harvest  of 
wild  h.ay  started- with  the  best  crop  in  several  ye.ars.  Limits  of  Mormon  Cricket  in¬ 
festation  extended  south  and  east  but  damage  to  crops  n"t  generally  noticeable. 

DANIELS  ■:  About  two  and.  rne'-third  inches  -  of  rain  fell  over  most  parts' of  the  county 
during  the  week.  M  st  of  this  came  in  the  form  of  torrential  showers. 
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I  consequently,  seme  washing  and  flooding  occurred.  Some  losses  reported  from  hail. 

I  Otherwise  growing  condition’s  excellent.  Grain  crops  practically  all  headed  out  with 
I  the  exception  of  a  few  late  seeded  fields.  Some  lodging  of  wheat  taking  place  where 
j  stands  are  extremely  heavy.  Some  smut  losses  indicated  in  Ceres  Wheat.  Livestock 
in  good 'shape  with  abundance  of.  grass.  Some  haying  done  in  couleas  where  grass  is 
1  tall  enough  and  on  fields  where  Sweet  Clover  and  v^eeds  have  attained  good  growth, 
j  Labor  situation  unchanged.  Some  slight  damage  reported  from  grasshoppers  along  the 
I  eastern  border  of  the  county,  but  very  little  bait  being  spread. 

i  ■  .  .  . 

i  DAWSOl'I :  Weather  conditions  have  been  cool,  with  a  small  amoiunt  of  precipitation. 

I  Growing  conditions  exce.llent.  Crops  in  good  shape  as  far  as  moisture  is 

concerned.  Whocat  filling  cut  in  good  shaue.  Considerable  hay  being  cut.  Live- 
'  stock  in  geed  condition,  with  an  ab'unr'ance  of  grass  and  lots  cf  water.  Labor  situ- 
•-.'iion  is  c.k.  Hordes  of  migratory  grasshepners  moved  in  the  fore  nart  cf  the  week 
and  are  doing  considerabl.e  damage. 

^  FALLON  -  CABTEB;  Precipitation  .^J)  inch  this  past  week.  As  far  as  moisture  is 

concerned,  grov/i'ng.  conditions  are  good.  After  keeping  local 
grasshoppers  under  control  operators  in  Fallon  and  Carter  Counties  beginning  Satur¬ 
day  of  last  week  are  now  confronted  with  hordes  of  grasshoppers  that  have'  come  in 
om  the  southeast  and  are  now  faced,  with  total  destruction  of  crops  in  t  he 
counties.  Damage  toda.y  varies  from  30  to  lOC’^.  Operators  are  in  the  field  sal- 
'  'v'aging  what  hay  they  can  although  hoppers  are  devouring  crops  even  before  there  is 
a  chance  to  obtain  much  hay.  A  very  critical  and  deplorable  situation  has  suddenly 
arisen  in  cur  counties.  In  addition  to  grassho'cper  damage  the  co'unties  have,  met 
with  serious  hail  in  different  localities,  principally  Chalk  Buttes  and  the  Bell- 
tower  Communities  in  Carter  County.  Shearing  is  completed.  Sales  range  from 
to  Pl-g-^  in  southern  Carter  County.  All  livestock  in  good  condition.  Critical  situ¬ 
ation  as  to  future  grass  supply  dependent  upon  just  how  destructive  the  hordes  of 
.iTasshoppers  are  to  range  land. 

FERGUS :  precipitation  2.3^  inches  this  month  to  date.  Exceptionally  heavy  rains 

first  part  of  week.  Last  part  warm  and  excentionally  good  growting  weather 
Yfinter  wheat  has  recovered  quite  .a  lot  from  damage  of  drouth  and  frost,  which 
occurred  between  June  5  and  June  20.  Spring  wheat  is  almost  in  perfect  condition, 
'wHh  practically  a.11  fields  of  the  county  heading  and  some  in  eastern  part  Y/ell 
•  j.  ong  toward  maturing..  Some  streaks  of  hail  not  covering  a  very  large  area  but 
■“.cing  up  .to  75^  damage  in  some  fields.  Alfalla  and  sweet  clover  cut  before  rains 
started  have  been  damaged  but  that  whicn  had  not  been  cut  h.as  been  materially 
benefitted  .by  moisture.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition  with  grass  on  all  ranges 
lot  more  than  stock  will  be  aole  to  use  this  year,  prospects  for  plenty  , of  hay 
for  wintering  present  numbers  and  with  considerable  carry-over  unless  restocking  is 
juade  possible  this  fall.  Grasshoppers  being  poisoned  in  some  scattered  sections, 
oiit  will  not  cause  dama,ge  if  tnick  spots  along  fences  are  poisoned  out. 

■ELATHEAD:  Rainy  and  cloudy  throughout  the  week.  Growing  conditions  ideal  for 

wheat.  Prospects  for  h^avy  yields  of  spring  grain  best  for  several  years 
on  SO^  of  the  seeded  acreage.  The  balance  is,  feir.  ?/inter  wheat  filling- gpod  and 
yields  will  average  higher  than  expected.  Winter  wheat  acrea;ge  for  harve.st  will  be. 
the  largest  in  several  yea,rs.;  Haying  is  being  delayed  on  account  of  wet  weather,  ■- 
a.nd  tne  quality  of  the  first  crop  will  be  poor.  Second  crop  coming  on  in  better 
shape  thaen  in  several  years.  Range  and  pasture  materially  improved  as  a  result  of 
recent  rains.  Livestock  in.  good  shape.  ■ 

GALLATIN ;  Some  heavy  showers  during  the  week,  with  a  hail  storm  in  Menard  section 
on  Friday.  Crop  damage  in  Menard  section  due  to  hail  storm  latter  part 
cf  week.  Fall  grain  is  in  excellent  shape  and  spring  grain  is  heading  out.  Very 
little  grasshopper  poison  being  distributed, due  to  moisture  conditions.  Range  con¬ 
ditions  still  good.  Gallatin  V/c.cl  Pool  sold  this  week. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM:  Continued  precipitation.  Temperatur  warm.-  General  growing 

conditions  good.  Crop  conditions  the  same  as  previously 
reported.  Livestock  conditions  good.  Range  grasses  continue  recovery. 

GLACIER;  Weather  warm  and  'imiggy  all  week.  Excellent  growing  conditions.  Winter 
wheat  headed  cut,  spring  grains  heading.  Flax  and,  mustard  generally  in 
good  shape.  First  cutting  of  alfalfa  tv/o -thirds  down.  Stock  in  excellent  shape. 
Shearing  about  done.  Good  clips  reported.  Some  hopoer  pc isoning . southeast  cf  town. 

HILL ;  precipitation  1.42  inches  for  the  nast  week.  Ideal  growing  conditions  thru- 
out  the  week  with  scattered  showers.  It  is  still  too  wet  for  good  haying 
weather  and  c:^nsiderable.  portion  of  first  cutting  cf  alfalfa  spoiling  in  the  fields. 
Reports  of  hail  damage  in  small  scattered  areas.  Ranges  in  good  condition.  Live- 
st'Q'ak  in  very  good  condition,  .  , 

«rUDITH  BASIN:  Precipitation  n^avy  with  scattered  showers.  .  Hail  moderate  and 

scattered,  very  little  damage  the,  past  week.  Frosts  have  inj-ured 

,.  .  (continued  on  Page  3O 
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some  gardens  during  the  past  two  weeks.  Soil  moisture  excellent  and  crop  prospects 
best  in  years.  Grasshoppers  beginning  to  show  up.  Livestock  in  good  shane  on  the 
range.  Grass  excellent.  Ne  die  grass  predominating  in  good  many  sections  of  range. 

lake :  Heavy  rains  fell  in  all  sections  of  the  county,  reaching  cloudburst  prcuor- 
tions  in  some  places.  Some  rain  has  fallen  in  scattered  parts  of  the  county 
every  day,  e>ce7-)t  one  during  the  past  week.  Growing  conditions  very  good.  Alfalfa 
wnich  has  not  been  cut  is  far  pa.st  its  nrime.  Seme  of  the  early  seeded  barley  and 
wneat  is  getting  ripe.  Field  prospects  rare  best  of  several  years.  Sugar  beets 
setting  ratxicr  weedy  because  storms  have  delayed  cultivation.  Grasshop-^ers  are 
numero’us  in  parts  of  the  county.  A  great  deal  of  poison  is  being  used  which  is 
holding  tho  hoppers  from  doing  any  da.m^ge.  Crickets  are  being  held  from  doing  »3ny,. 
L.ateriaJ  damage.  8ugar  beet  webworms  are  making  their  appearance. 

LZ'./IS  &  CLARK  -  EPOADWATER:  Bain  the  fore  part  of  the  week.  Clear  and  sunshiny  the 

latter  na.rt.  Increased  sunshine  improved  growing 
conditions.  First  cutting  of  hay  being  handled  fast  with  much  of  a  poorer  than 
usual  quality  and  some  too  ba.dly  damaged  to  stack,  lia-nj  growers  are  letting  the 
hay  mature  beyond  the  usual  cutting  stage  ratner  than  cut  it  during  the  rainy 
v/eatner.  Other  crops  showing  up  well.  411  classes  of  livestock  is  excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  Insect  damage  negligible  to  date. 

IIAJISON  -  JEFFERS  OK :  Precipitation  less  than  previous  week  with  a  genorol  slacking 

up  of  rain  and  dry  weather  towards  end  of  week  greatly  im.- 
proved  growing  conditions  through  less  moist'ore  and  warmer  weather.  Crop  conditions 
improving  with  warmer  v;eather  and  less  rain.  Haying  rapidly  getting  underway  after 
being  delayed  two  to  three  weeks  on  account  of  rain.  Sugar  beet  growers  rushing 
thinning  and  weeding  operations  that  have  been  grea.tly  delayed.  Eapid  growth  being 
made  by  grain  and  potato  crops  with  excellent  moisture  and  v/armer  weather.  Some 
grasshoppers  in  spotted  areas  are  st ill. potential  trouble  makers.  Pea  crops  very 
weedy  but  excellent  stands  and  doing  v/ell  with  a  large  number  of  pods  being  formed. 
Exceptionally  good  livestock  conditions,  with  excellent  grass  and  water.  Many 
grasshoppers  being  reported  on  the  hign  mountain  ranges.  Taylor  Grazing  people 
preparing  to  experiment  with  fighting  hoppers  on  high,  rough,  mountain  ranges  as 
soon,  as  weather  warms  up  sufficiently  and  rains  stop. 

ME4GHEE;  Showers  almost  daily.  Cloudburst  in  northern  part  of  the  county  Wednes¬ 
day,  no  serious  damiage  reported.  No  more'  damage  by  hail  reported.  Grow¬ 
ing  conditions  excellent.  Most  of  the  haying  operations  v/ere  delayed  because  of 
the  rainy  weather,  althoug'n  sa.me  rye  is  oeing  cut  for  hay.  Most  alfalfa  ready  for 
first,  cut.  Two  Whitetop'  infestations  reported,  although  neither  will  be  serious  if 
control  measures  are’  t.aken  right  away.  Condition  of  all  classes  of  livestock  is 
excellent.  Shearing  nearlyccmpleted, st ill  held  back  because  of  the  weather.  No  ■ 
la.mb  or  cattle  sales  reported.  No  activity  on  government  wool  loans  reported. 

S’npply  of  labor  a  little  ahead  of  demand.  Cricket  and  gresshopper  operations  pro¬ 
gressing;  very  slcv/ly  on  occcunt  of  rain. 

MISSOULA;  Warm*  rainy  weather  all  week.  Several  good  showers.  Too  wet  for  haying. 

All  farmers  'trying- to  make  hay  'but  hay  is  being  damaged  by  rain.  All 
grain,  creps,  ofets,  potatoes,  etc.  ,,  in  excellent  condition.  Wheat  headed-  cut. 
Prospects  of  excellent  yield,  plentiful  soil  moisture  has  reduced  the  need' for 
irrigation  of  mpst  crops.  Sour  cherries  ready  fermarket  --  good  yields.  Ranges 
and  pastures  in  good  condition.  Beet  webworm  outbreaks  becoming  serious.- 

i'/IUSS  EL  SHELL  -  GOLPEN  VALLEY :  Scattered  cloudbursts  Sunday  night.  From  1  to  2w 

inches  fell.  Has  warmed  up  censiderahly  the  last  part 
of  the  v/eek..  Kail  in  the  Big  Coulee  south  of  Ryegate  that  caused  serious  damage. 
Many  ranches  were- wiped  cut  with  a  100^^  damage.  Others  received  from  25-30^  damage. 
Hail  in  Lake  Mason  area  in  Musselshell  County.  Reports  of  from  25-50^  damage  in 
some  localities.  Wiiere  crops  have  net  been  damaged  by  hail,  they  look  excellent. 
Livestock  in  good  condition. 

P ARK :  Frequent,  showers,  with  considerable  wind  causing  more  or  less  lodging  of 

grain.  General  growing  conditions  have  been  very  good.  Weather  has  hampered 
haying  operations  and  very  little  hay  is  in  the  stack  as  yet.  Generally  over  the 
county,  feying  is  in  full  swing  and  comparably  small  amount  of  hay  lost  through 
excessive  rain.  All  grain  crops  look  exceedingly  well  and  hay-  and  forage  are  the 
best  in  many  years.  Rye  and  winter  wheat  are  all  headed  out  and  spring  wheat  is 
.about  half  headed  out,  taken  over  the  county  as  a  whole.  All  livestock  looks  fine 
and  feed  is  abundant. 

PH  ILL  IF  S  :  Heavy  shov;ers  in  practically  all  parts  of  county  this  week.  Growing  con 
.  ditions  good  in  dryland  areas.  Sections  of  Valley  flooded.'  Hail  re¬ 
ported  in  Mioso'ari  River  c'-antpy.  Crop  prospects  look  good.  Wet  weather  interfer¬ 
ing  with  cultivation  of  beets  and  with  haying.  No  hail  damage  reported  to  crops. 

A  fev;  poisoning  grasshoppers- in  valley.  Livestock  and  range  in  excellent- condition. 
Needle  grass  giving  sheepmen  tr'^uble. 
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PONDERA.:  Weather  warmer  with  intermittent  showers  during  week.  Total  precipitation 
et  Conrad  l.US  inches.  Crops  ell  making  r’pid  progress  and  stands  ex- 
centionally  thick.  4  few  fields  of  sugar  beets  had  to  be  abandoned  because  of  de¬ 
lay  in  thinning  and  we 'ding  due  to  recent  rainy  spell.  Livestock  condition  un¬ 
changed.  There  are  seme  areas  infested  with  grasshonners .  However,  no  damage  has 
been  reported  to  crops.  It  anpeared  that  grasshoppers  in  infested  areas  were  not 
capable  of  imach  activity. 

PE4IRIE :  Scattered  snowers  fell  over  countyfirst  nart  of  week  with  heavy  rain 

along  the  valley  Sunday  night.  Saturday,  July  2,  Union  area  was  damaged 
1  by  hall  and  Sunday  night  Cherry  Creek  sustained  a  hail  loss  of  from  50^  to  complete 
;  destruction.  Crops  continue  to  Ib'k  good.  Kcovever,  grasshoppers  moved  into  the 
'  county  from  southea.st  on  July  3>  out  largest  movement  'took  place  Friday  when  the 
i  air  was  filled  with  themi.  'K'diat  .  damage  they  have  done  and  whet  they  vfill  do  cannot 
be  determined  at  this  time.  Hopper  bait  is  moving  cut  quite  rapidly.  Some  damage 
:  by  hoppers  to  the  range  rua.s  been  reported  fro  mi  various  sections  of  the  county. 

However,  there  is  still  goo'd  ran,ge  and  livestock  is  looking  good. 

RICHL4HD:  Preciritaticn  I.09  inches  in  vicinity  of  Sidney,  greater  amo’onts  in 
western  portion  O'f  ccunty.  Crons  in  dry  land  in  general  a.re  looking 
good  and  if  nothing  unexT^ected  ha'ox-'ons  yields  should  be  best  f'^^r  ten  years,  Cirt- 
wcrms  did  considerable  daniage  to  corn  fields  earlier  in  the  year  but  crons  are 
looking  good  despite  these  insects  and  the  damage  being  d"ne  by  grasshonpers . 

Moisture  conditions  very  favorable  in  irrigated  section  and  beet  fields  as  well  as 
other  crops  are  looking  very  good.  Pastures  and  ranges  in 'very  good  condition  and 
cattle  and  ether  livestock  a.re  in  excellent  shape.  Grasshoppers  very  ..numerous 
,  at  present  time  but  poisoning  campaign  is  in  full  swing.  '^ood  results  of  poison 
are  being  reported. 

ROOSEVELT  :  Heavy  showers  f''re  nart  of  week.  Temperatures  warm.  Growing  ccnh.i- 
tiens  'gcpd.  Crops  in  excellent  condition  though  some  spring  wheat  in 
is  very  weedy.  Summer  fallow  oneratiens  continue  after  moisture  of  past  10  days 
after  fields  dried.  Smut  present  in  untreated  fields.  Considerable  wild  hay  will 
be  put  up  this  year.  Range  conditions  unchanged.  Grasshopper  poisoning  slackened 
vfith  wet  weather.  Only  small  amoomt  of  hopper  damage  reported. 

ROSEBUD:  Heavy  rains  with  light  hail  covered  almost  entire  countyduring  4th. 

!  Small  areas  in  various  parts  of  county  completely  hailed  out.  Hail  loss 

estimated  to'  average  about  10^  on  all  grain  crops  in  county.  Rye  and  winter  wheat 
harvest  expected  to  start  next  v/eek.  411  spring  gkain  greatly  bpnefitted  by  mois¬ 
ture  which  is  sufficient  over  most  of  county  to  assure  fair  yields.  Flights  of 
grasshoppers  reported  in  eastern  part  of  county.  One  flight  on  Friday  reported  to 
i  bf  about  S  miles  in  width  and  practically  obscuring  the  sun.  Heavy  rains  over 
j  holidays  v/ashed  out  42  bridges.  Some  comumunities  practically  isolated  most  of 
1  week  because  of  washouts.  ■ 

'  SHER IDA.N :  Frequent  showers  throughout  county  have  amounted  to  2.25  inches  pre¬ 
cipitation.  Showers  followed  hy  warm  weather  with  plenty  of  sunchine. 

I  Crops  developing  very  rapidly  due  to  favorable  growing  weather.  Cropcon'ditions 
I  excellent.  Surplus  of  moisture  available  a,t  this  time.  M''st  fields  a-re  headed 
'  and  heads  appear  to  be  filling  nicely.  In  seme  localities  some  damge  is  being 

i  dene  by  grasshoppers.  Most  of  this  damage  appears  to'  be  confined  to  eastern  part 

of  ccunty.  Livestcck  Qcnditicns  very  favorable  with  abundance  of  pasture  and 
I  prospects  for  a  good  hay,  corn  and  feed  grain  crop.  There  is  very  large  demand  for 

i  bait  and  control  ^'f  insects  in  the  crop  area  '^f  county  appears  to  be  quite  succas^sful. . 

! 

^  STILLWATER:  Generally  cccl  during  entire  week  with  scattered  showers.  .98  inch  pre¬ 
cipitation  at  Colum'Dus.  Damaging  hp,il  in  small  section.  Cropconditions 
j  continue  favorable  as  &■  whole.  Some,  grain  lodging  on  dry  land  as  well  as  irrigated 
ground.  Few  fields  of  wheat  starting  to  turn  but  in  general  harvest  will  be  later 
j  than  last  year.  Unfavorable  haying  v»reather  will  spoil  considerable  first  cutting 
4ay.  Beans  and  beets  making  rapid  growth.  Cricket  dusting  continuing  with  good 
results.  Some  hoppers  showing  up  but  n''t  doing  any  damage.  4II  livestock  in  g'^'d 
J  condition  althc  losses  are  still  being  reported  from  poisonous  weeds.  Stillwa.ter 
4  Wool  Pool  loadf?ig  cut  this  week,  practically  all  shearing  completed.  No  lamb 
;  contracting  to  date. 

S\WESTGP4SS :  Weather  mcderatly  warm,  somewhat  cloudy,  showers,  seme  wind  and  slight 
hail,  precipitation  I.06.  General  growing  conditions  excellent. 
Everything  thriving  except  in  hail  area.s.  Gr  ^lins  of  all  kinds  advancing  rapidly. 
Considerable  alfalfa  being  damaged  due  to  rains.  75^  haying  is  just  under  way. 

Livestock  growing  rapidly.:  Damage  from  poison  about  over.  Labor  situation  un¬ 
changed.  Crickets  pretty' well  under  control.  Grasshoppers  hatching  in  alarming 
^  numbers  al  ng  Yellcwstbne  River. 

TETON:  precipitation  .85  inches  at  Cheteau.  Scattered  showers  over  most  of  county 
v^ith  from  1  tc  I.5  inches  rain  in  various  places.  Scattered  hail  but  no 
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greaT;  amo’,irit  of  da.inage  renorted  this  v/eek.  excellent  growing  weather.  Alfalfa 
haying  -under  v/ay.  Ccnsideraole  damage  to  alfalfa  because  of  rains.  Harvesting 
•will  be  later  than  usual.  Spring  wheat  headed  out  nicely  over  about  65^  of  county. 
Some  crops,  especially  on  irrigated  lands,  are  very  late. 

TOOLS:  Scattered  sncwers  and  w.arm,  precipitation  at  Shelby,  193  inch.  All  cro-os 
coming  along  nicely.  Some  lodging  of  barley  amd  heavy  seeded  crops  re¬ 
ported.  Some  wool  sales  reported  varying  from  I7  to  20<p  •  Sheepmen  avoiding  needle 
grass  as  much  as  possible  and  all  operators  have  more  than  adequate  range.  Grass 
remains  in  excellent  shape  and  shorter  grasses  are  headed  out.  Considerable  move¬ 
ment  of  hay  hands  thru  local  employment  office.  Labor  supply  is  adequate  locally. 

VAI'LSY :  Heavy  rains  in  all  sections  of  county.  Warm  weather  latter  part  of  week. 

Growing  conditions  excellent.  Majority  of  fields  of  spring  grains  and 
other  crops  in  excellent  condition  all  over  county.  Many  fields  heading  out. 
Irrigated  crops  looking  excellent.  Farmers  find  it  difficult  to  weed  or 'cultivate 
crops,  paist  10  days  to  two  weeks.  Blocking  .and  thinning  of  sugar  beets  practically 
completed.  Haying  slowed  up,  some  yet  to  be  cut,  some  la.yinr  down.  Ranges  in 
excellent  condition.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Report  of  slight  damage  from 
ho-opoi'S  in  very  fev/  sections  of  county,  and  poisoning  is  being  done  in  these 
sections. 

WHEATLAI'TD :  Growing  conditions  very  g"od,  some  r-^in  during  week  throughout  county, 
with  small  amount  of  hail  altho  not  enough  to  do  any  damage.  Weather 
warmed  up  considerably.  Crop  conditions  continue  exceptionally  good.  Grasshoppers 
still  hatching  cut  in  southern  portion  but  not  in  sufficient  numbers  to  cause  any 
serious  dama.ge.  -Ccnsiderable  activity  in  wool  marketing  during  past  week,  pearly 
all  v;ocl  has  been  sold. 

WIBAUX :  vi/eather  ideal  for  growing.  Precipitation  covering  greater  part  of  county 

during  week.  Grasshopper  condition  very  seri''us.  There  are  at  least  10 
times  as  m,any  hoppers  in  the  county  a.s  there  were  previous  to  poisoning  campaign. 
Poisoning  is  till  being  carried  cut,  but  grasshoppers  are  moving  very  day.  Some 
are  cutting  cats  for  hay,  and  leaves  on  wheat  are  being  cut  fast.  There  are  still 
two  weeks  or  mere  "until  wheat  harvest  so  'there  is  a  question  as  to  how  much  of  the 
crop  will  be  loft.  Haying  is  in  full  swing  with  a  good  crop.  Very  little  wool 
has  been  sold.  .  . 

YELLOWSTONE :  Precipitation  .R3  iuch.  Cool,  cloudy  with  frequent  showers.  Hail 

in  northeastern  part  of  county  July  3^<T’  -in  district  north  of  shepherd 
and  Nibbe,  and  crops  comoletely  wi-oed  cut.  Haying  •o'aa.ct ically  finished  with  con¬ 
siderable  loss  due  to  damp,  rainy  weather.  Winter  wheat  beginning  to  turn  in  dry 
land  districts.  Some  spraying  of  beets  for  webwo rms  under  way.  Qiliug  cnerations 
for  crickets  still  , under  way,  with  very  effective  results.  No  wet  mash  bait  being 
used,  due  to  cool  rainy  v/.eather.  Tin  barrier  very  effective.  Livestock  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Range  .grass  very  good.. 


Helena,  Montana. 
July  12,  193s 


Jay  G.  Dia,raond,  Sr.  .Aar.  Statistician. 
T-  J-  Xuzelka,  Jr.  Agr.  Statistician. 
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REPORT  OF  WEATFIER  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  the  Week  Ending  Tuesday,  July  19,  1938, 


/ssuod  jointly  by  the  Bureau  of  Jioriculfural  Economics  and  the  Woaiher  Bureso^ 

Offices:  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana, 

Warm  sunshiny  weather  prevailed  over  the_-i^ert-e  during-  the  week  which  was  the 
warmest  so  far  this  year  in  the  westi^*'”  and  northcentral  portions  of  the  State  with 
daily  maximum  temperatures  Dei^'in  the  upner  eighties  and  lower  nineties.  Light 
scattered  showers,  whi-ou  rell  mostly  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  occurred 
over  the  Stat©  <rxcept  in  the  extreme  northwest  portion  where  no  precipitation  was 
reported' ■  Some  hail  accompanied  the  showers  in  widely  scattered  sections  but 
loss®^  were  much  smaller  than  either  of  the  preceding  two  weeks.  '  Seasonably  warm 
t,.imperatures  were  favorable  for  all  crop  growth,  for  ripening  winter  wheat  and  cur¬ 
bing  hay  crops.  Except  for  the  develonment  of  an  area  of  grasshopper  infestation  in 
east-central  Montana,  now  threatening  about  15  counties,  the  week  was  one  of  crop 
gains  rather  than  crop  losses.  It  is  yet  too  early  to  measure  the  extent  of  the 
grasshopper  damage.  The  insects  migrated  into  the  State  from  the.  East.  Damage  to 
date  has  been  heaviest  in  Carter,  Fallon,  Wibaux,  Prairie,  Dawson,  and  Richland 
Counties. 

progress  of  winter  wheat  has  carried  it  to  harvest  in  aouth-central  Montana. 
Elsewhere  it  is  reported  to  be  ripening  rapidly.  Depending  upon  continued  ripening 
weather  harvest  should  be  generally  under  way  in  about  two  more  weeks.  Spring  wheat 
has  made  splendid  progress.  .  Early  seeded  spring  wheat  is  now  rinening  in  Rig  Horn 
County  where  cutting  will  start  as  soon  as  winter  wheat  harvest  is  completed.  Else¬ 
where  most  of  the  early  seeded,  which  makes  up  the  large  bulk  of  the  spring  wheat 
acreage,  is  fully  headed  out  and  well  started  in  filling.  Considerable  of  the  rye 
has  already  been  harvested  both  as  grain  and  hay.  Oats  and  barley  are  nearing  har¬ 
vest  #iere  seeded  early.  Flax  continues  to  improve,  in  northeastern  Montana. 

Warmer  and  drier  weather  favored  irrigated  crops  that  had  been  delayed  by  wet 
weather  in  late  J-une  and  early  July,  .4s  fields  have  dried  cultivation  has  been  re¬ 
sumed  in  case  of  row  crops.  Losses  of  sugar  beet  acreage  have  continued  from  flood¬ 
ing.  otherwise,  the  crop  is  making  good  growth.  Corn,  potatoes,  and  beans  have  re¬ 
sponded  to  warmer  weather  v^ith  faster  growth.  Some  early  peas,  are  ready  for  harvest 
in' Flathead  County. 

Haying  operations  were  rushed  in  all  parts  of.  the  State  last  week  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  thef irst . spell  of  good  haying  weather  since  first  cuttings  began  about  a 
month  ago.  Some  damage  by  rains  continued  to  be  reported  from  a  few  localities,  but 
on  the  whole  weather  was  very  favorable  for  cubing  hay.  Second  crops  of  alfalfa  are 
•showing  the  best  growth  in  years.  With  an  abundance  of  wild  and  prairie  ha.ys  there 
will  be  no  shortages  of  winter  feed  anywhere  in  the  State  this  season. 

Livestock,  especially  those  on  ranges,  have  made  the  best  gains  in  many  years 
due  to  the  abundance  of  feed  and  water  and  the  absence  to’  date  of  extremely  hot 
weather.  Fruit  . crops  in  western  Montana  continue  to.  show  good  prospects.  cherries 
will  be  ready  for  harvest  in  another  week  and  will  make  the  largest  crop  in  several 
years.  Farm  gardens  during  the  week  were  dama.ged,  in  widely  scattered  areas,  by 
webworms.  There  was  also  some  damage  by  these  pests  to  peas.  Sugar  beet  fields  for 
most  part  have  been  protected  by  poisoning. 

_ TEMPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  D4T4,  WEEK  ENDING  JULY  19.  1938  - _ 

Sunshine  Total  Precipitation 
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The  following  summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  the  week  ending  July  l6,  193S  are  ! 
furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C*  Taylor,  Montana  State  Extension 
Service. 

3SAVZHHEAD :  Bains  first  of  week,  temperatures  warmer.  Cloudy  last  of  week.  Crons  li 
in  good  condition.  Haying  operations  in  Beaverhead  Valley  resumed.  |h 

Beaverhead  Pi ver  much  lower  than  a  week  ago,  possible  water  commissioner's  will  be  || 

put  back  on.  Shearing  nearing  completion.  Some  activity  in  wool.  Sheep  ready  to  C 
be  moved  to  summer  range  when  shearing  is  comnleted.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 
Ha,nge  feed  plentiful.  Sugar  beet  webxorms  reported  causing  some  damageto  peas.  ;j 

BIG-  riORl'^ :  Growing  conditions  very,  good;  no  precipitation.  Winter  wheat  ripening 
rapidly  and  first  field  reported  combined  last  of  the  week.  Combining 
expected  to  become  general  within  next  few  days.  Spring  wheat  all  headed  out  and 
v/ill  be  ready  to  cut  by  the  time  winter  wheat  is  harvested.  Much  of  the  grain 
damaged  by  hail  is  abandoned,  but  sugar  beets  are  making  slow  recovery.  Second 

catting  of  alfalfa  to  begin  within  next  few  days.  Range  in  splendid  condition  and 

livestock  in  equally  good  condition.  Labor  ami^le.  Crickets  making  infestations 
in  new  areas  but  control  measures  holding  them  in  check.  Grasshoppers  hatching 
out  but  very  little  damage  reported  and  some  poisoning  going  on. 

BL^i IliE:  Weather  conditions  general,  clear  sunshiny  days  and  moderate  temperatures. 

-Some  hail  damage  occurred  on  Big  Flat  area  evening  of  July  10.  Growing 
conditions  excellent  fti  all  parts  of  county.  Haying  in  full  swing  on  irrigated 
farms  and  ranches.  A.11  grain  crops  nov/  headed  and  if  f  avorable  moisture  conditions  * 
continue  an  excellent '*crop  will  be  harvested  in  all  sections.  The  loss  of  sugar 
beet  acreage  due  tc  flood  conditions  continues  to  increase.  Livestock  and  range  IJ 
in  excellent  condition. 

CARBON:  Temperature  ranged  from  bo'^  to  ^2^  in  Belfry  area.  Heavy  rains  reported 

in  certain  sections.  Much  lightning  and  electrical  storms.  Hailed 'beet  ■ 
crops  making  recovery.  'Winter  wheat  ripening  fast'.  Hay  continuing  in  western 
portion  of  county  where  timothy  _and  native  gross  abounds.  Second  cutting  alfalfa 
making  wonderful  growth.  Beans  in  blooming  stage.  Irrigation  will  be  necessary 
with  continued  heat.  Livestock  conditions  very  good,  plenty  of  range  and  grass 
with  livestock  in  sm.all  numbers  .Labor  aJimle.  | 

■CA.se ALE:  Warm  weather  with  maximum  temperature  of  92'^' on  Thursday  has  made  ideal 
grov/ing  cenditons  and  provided  .excellent  weather  for  maturing  the  abun¬ 
dant  fields  of  winter  wheat  and  for  filling  spring  wheat  which  is  now  in  full  ' 

bloom.  Farmers  putting  ha,y  in  the  stack,  most  of  it  having  been  damaged  by  rain, 
and  that  which  was  not  cut  having  been  lowered  in  quality  due  to  getting  too  old.  la 

Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  Labor  normal.  Severe  outbreak  of  sugar  beet 
webworms  appeared  Wednesday  and  will . 1 ikely  do  some  d amage  to  gardens.  Farmers  j 

a.re  protecting  beet  fields  from  this  insect.  Crickets  continue  tc  harass  farm 
crops  but'  no  great  amount  of  damage  has  been  done. 

CHOUTEAU :  Several  light  showers  in  south  areas  of  county.  Two  hot  days  speeded 
ripening  of  wheat.  A  f ew . areas  near  Carterahd  Gencu  showing  lack  of 
moisture.  Whe;it  maturing  rapidly,  yields  will  rim’d  from  I5  to  25  bushels  on  ^ 

spring  wheat  and  20  tc  35  on  winter  wheat,  ^ail  damage  and  grasshopper  damage  ’ 

will  be  low  according vto  present  prospects.  Farmers  busy  ''n  repair  of  machinery  ' 

and  equipment  for  harvest.  Webworms  dainaging  gardens,  largest  infestation  on  re^ ' 
cord  and  acattered  over  entire  county.  Control  methods  such  as  poisoning  are  in¬ 
adequate  due  tc  large  uombers.  ' 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER:  Temperature  generally  high  with  few  light  scattered  showers, 

no  rain  of  consequence.  Migratory  grasshoppers  still  a  | 

threat  to  dryla.nd  cr^ps,  although  much  of  the  invasion  ha.s  moved  northward.  Dam¬ 
age  to  grain  crops  spotted.  MaPy  fields  already  cut  for  hay.  Control  measures 
carried  out  mostly  in  irrigated  section.  Harvest  of  winter  wheat  to  start  scon 
where  undamaged  by  grasshoppers.  All  irrigated  crops  making  good  growth.  First 
crop  of  alfalfa  now  in  stack  after  much  delay  because  of  rain.  Harvest  of  blue-  j 

joint  hay  starting  with  exceptionally  heavy  yield  where  flooded.  Stock  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Grasshopper  damage  on  range  n'^t  noticeable.  Grass  crop  made  ■ 

and  cured.  I 


DANIELS :  Approximately  .35  ii^ch  precipitation  in  some  sections.  Some  serious 
damage  from  hail  reported.  Growing  conditions  excellent.  A.11  grain 
crops  making  good  grov/th.  Red  Rust  appearing  in  both  early  and  late  seeded  wheat 
fields  throughout  county.  Livestock  situation  unchanged.  Some  haying  still  being 
done.  Labor  situation  unchanged.  Poisoning  of  grasshoppers  has  increased  as  the 
damage  is  becoming  more  apparent. 

FALLON  -  CARTER:  Precipitation  .03  inch.  General  growing  conditions  fair.  Ex¬ 
treme  heat  prevailed  latter  part  of  week,  ©rasshopper  situa¬ 
tion  relieved  by  departure  of  large  numbers  from  county.  Considerable  damage  in 
various  localities  although  if  no  more  hoppers  fly  in  there  will  be  some  crop. 

Some  grain  standing  with'  all  leaves  eaten  from  stem.  Questionable  just  what  effect 
this  will  have  upon  mat^oring  grain.  Livestock  conditions  fair  to  good. 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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FERGUS :  Hot  dry  weather  exceptionally  good  for  maturing  winter  wheat  and  for  hay 
crops.  Winter  wheat  coining  along  to  maturity.  Comhining  expected  to 
start  about  first  week  in  A.ugu.st.  Hay  crop  heavy  with. many  tons  of  hay  being  put 
up  from  native  grass  land.  Some  hay  spoiled  during  three  weeks  of  rain.  Hail 
struck  Denton  country  taking  about  5^000  acres  of  crop.  A.  few  individuals  hailed 
out.  Some  other  strips  of  hail  have  taken  down  an  additional  thousand  areas.  Live¬ 
stock  continues  in  best  of  condition.  Mormon  crickets  showed  up  on  Coffee  Creek 
section  but  by  putting  on  va  crew  v/ith  hand  guns  and  the  power  duster,  the  crickets 
have  been  completely  killed.  Grasshoppers  showing  up  in  spots, doing  some  damage. 

Ho  movement  of  hoppers  in  this  area,  as  yet. 

FLATHEAD:  Clear  and  sunshiny  all  week, with  relatively  high  temperatures.  Growing 
conditions  excellent.  Cnops  showing  up  much  better  than  severa.1  weeks 
ago,  and  winter  wheatfilling  good.  Haying  Operations  in  full  swing.  Pea  harvest 
just  started.  Rye  and  seme  winter  vTheat  mpy  be  ready  for  harvest  last  of  next  week, 
j  Oat  and  barley  crops  showing  up  best  for  several  years.  Heavy  outbreak  of  sugar 
i  beet  v/ebworms,  but  damage  confined  entirely  to  gardens  and  a  few  new  stands  of 
alfalfa  and  clover.  Effective  control  ha,s  been  obtained  with  use  of  oil  around 
gardens,  and  spraying.  Pastures  have  improved  since  rains  and  range  is  in  good 
s'l.pe.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

G-'ILL  AT  IN :  Extrem.ely  hot  and  dry  in  some  sections.  Few  spotted  showers.  In  some 
localities  spring  wheat  is  in  need  of  moisture.  Winter  wheat  beginning 
to  turn.  Haying  in  full  swing,  and  early  cut  hay  badly  damaged  by  moisture.  Small 
amount  of  grasshopper  poisoning  being  done  around  county  as  a  whole,  pasture  Con¬ 
ditions  normal.  Many  requests  for  haying  jobs. 

GAEbFIELD  -  PETROLEITM:  Scattered  showers  of  rather  small  amoimts  in  only  scattered 

areas  of  counties.  General  growing  conditions  good,  weather 
being  v/armer  than  any  previous  period,  but  not  especially  v'arra  for  the  season. 
Additional  moisture  will  be  needed  in  some  areas  soon.  Cropconditions  generally 
good  with  practically  all  grains  headed.  Corn  made  considerable  growth  during 
week.  '  In  southeastern  and  eastern  Garfield  County,  grasshoppers  moved  in  from 
distant  territory  and  have  completed  considerable  damage  to  grain  crops,  alfalfa, 
anci  gardens.  In  areas  where  gra.sshoppers  are  doing  damage  to  feed  crops,  these 
crops  are  nOYi  being  harvested  for  hay.  Livestock  in  very  good  condition,  with 
pasture  ample  in  all  areas. 

G jA.C IER;  Warmer  to  hot'  all  week.  Fevi  scattered  thunder  showers.  Temperatures  S0° 
and  over.  Grains  generally  headed  out,  flcix  in  bloom.'  First  cutting  of 
•^lialfa  about  all  doen,  some  being  stacked.  Rye  hay  being  cut.  Fields  getting  in 
such  shape  that  summerfallowing  operations  c  an  be  dene.  Pastures  excellent.  Live¬ 
stock  condition  excellent.  Shearing  about  completed.  Labor  adequate.  Some 
scattered  grasshopper  poisoning  being  dene.  Few  miner  infestations  of  sugar  beet 
webworm'  reported. 

HILL :  Trace  of  precipitation.  Three  depys  of  extreme  high  temperature  has  caused 
some  burning  of  fields  .and  will  cut  yield  to  some  extent.  Ho  reports  of 
grasshopper  or  cricket  damage,  but  severe  infestation  of  sugar  beet  webworm  which 
are  causing  damage  to  gardens  primarily.  Seine  reports  of  damage  from  Say's  Grain 
Bug.  Ranges  in  .gcodcondition.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Surplus  ■of  labor. 

JUDITH  BASIH:  Temperatures  high,  rainfall  slight.  Hail  light  to  destructive  and 
scattered  throughout  coionty.  Fall  and  spring  grains  looking  ex¬ 
cellent,  over  most  of  county.  Considerable  damage  to  hay  from  continuous  showers. 
Grasshoppers  beginning  to  appear  in  north  edge  of  county.  Webworms  have  appeared 
in  large ■ numbers  insome  areas.  Crickets  apreading  but  still  being' held  in  check 
and  damage  prevented  by  Federal  crews.  Livestock  in  excellent  condt ion.  Abundance 
of  r.ange  grasses  forming  seed.  Labor  balanced. 

LAKE :  No  precipitation.  Weather  rather  hot  with  maximum  temperature  of  96°.  Hay¬ 
ing  nearly  completed  with  considerable  loss  due  to  damp  rainy  weather  and  hay 
being  far  past  its  prime.  Fall  and  early  seeded  grain  getting  ripe.  Ranges  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Some  of  the  shorter  grasses  have  headed  out  and  are  getting 
ripe.  Sugar  beet  webworms  did' considerable  damage  before  spraying  could  be  com¬ 
pleted.  Grasshoppers  seem  to  be  decreasing  due  to  disease  and  parasites.  Crickets 
are  blanching  and  dusting  is  more  effective. 

LEWIS •&  CLARK  -  BROADWATER;  Scattered  showers  with  hail  d amage  in  small  areas. 

Temperatures  and  sunshine  very  favorable  for  growing 
crops.  Sum  er  fallow  has  ha.d  to  be  practically  continuous  to  control  weed  growth. 
Preparations  for  wheat  in  stack,  helayed  due  to  heavy  raids  first  of  month.  More 
wild  hay  available  than  for  several  years.  All'  crops  progressing  favorably. 
Livestock  in  usual  good  condtion  of  this  year.  Insect  damage  at  minimum,  practic¬ 
ally  no  poisoning  being  done. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON:  Heavy  rain  Thursday  night  and  Friday.  Groiwing  condt  ions  ex¬ 
cellent,  Weather  very  hot  t ill  Thursday  night ' s  rain.  Crons 
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in  very  good  condition  and  making  ranid  growth.  Hot  days  removed  large  quantity  of 
soil  moisture,  so  that  additional  moisture  is  needed.  Keying  made  rapid . progress 
fore  part  of  week,  hut  v/as  delayed  againg  by  rains.  Several  beet  fields  being 
auandoned  because  not  weeded  or  thinned  early  enough,  and  labor  troubles.  Thinning 
and  weeding  delayed  by  rains.  Condition  of  livestock  very  good  with  lots  of  feed  . 
available. 

iSAGESP :  Only  light  scattered  showers.  Moisture  condition  still  good.  Higher 

temperature  speeding  up  plant  growth.  No  hail  damage  reported.  Growing 
conditions  excellent.  Haying  in  full  swing.  V/ild  hay  reported  best  in  memory  of 
pt-year  residents.  Weather  more  favorable  for  curing  and  stacking.  Some  winter 
grain'  about  ready  for  harvest.  Livestock  condition  excellent.  No  sales,  no 
government  loans  reported.  $6. SO  per  cwt.  paid  for  ewe  lam'bs-  in  one  instance,  no 
other  sales  to  report.  Lober  about  bailanced.  Cricket  control  work  completed. 

Some  natural,  control  evident.  No  activity  on  grasshonper  control  at  present. 

MISSOULA :  Hot  and  dry  all  w°ek.  No  precipitation.  Ha.ying  in  full  swing,  com¬ 
pleted  on  smaller  places  and  second  crop  sta.rting  on  earlier  places. 

Sugar  beets  amid  potatoes  making  good  growth.  Small  grains  beginning  to  ripen, 

■?T  od  yield  expected.  Sour  cherries  and  raspberries  coming  on  market.  Surface 
soil  drying  out  and  irrigation  in  full  progress.  Irrigation  water  plentiful  new 
but  v/eather  v;ill  reduce  the  supply.  Pastures  and  ranges  in  ge’:'d  condition.  Labor 
balanced.  Serious  outbreak  of  sugar  beet  webworms  threatening  crops  throughout 
county. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  Some  rain  over  botn  counties,  very  scattered,  very 

little  precipitation.  Farmers  r eady  to  cut  barley 
soon  and  others  will  follow  with  winter  wheat.  Some  winter  wheat  already  being 
cut.  In  some  areas  where  there  was  a  light  hail,  wheat  is  d eginning  to  straighten 
up  and  will  make  a  fair  crop.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Lots  of  hay. 

PARK :  Scattered  showers  and  generally  ?/arm.  Good  growing  weather.  Crops  gener¬ 
ally  very  good.  Eirst  cutting  alfalfa  slightly  curtailed  due  to  late  frost. 
Som.e  difficulty  in  stacking  hay  on  account  of  showers.  Winter  wheat  and  barley 
lodging  in  places  due  to  excessive  moisture.  On  the  whole,  wheat  crop  appears  to 
be  best  prospect  since  I92S  and  hay  considerably  above  last  year.  Pastures  and 
range  much  better  than  for  several  years  past.  All  livestock  doing  dine  with 
ab'i'ndance  of  feed.  Labor  pretty  well  balanced  with  slight  surplus  of  transient 
labor  available.  Grasshopper  and  cricket  situation  not  serious  unless  infestation 
occurs  from  outside  sources. 

PHILLIPS  :  Moderately  heavy  showers  covering  small  areas.  Warmer.  Ideal  growing 
conditions  where  moisture  is  plentiful,  prospects  for  best  crop  in 
years  but  more  moisture  needed  in  n^rth  part  of  coianty.  No  evidence  of  hopper 
dam.age  except  in  valley,  where  seme  poisoning  is  done.  First  cutting  of  alfalfa 
da.maged  by  rain.  Outbreaks  of  sleeping  sickness  in  horses  reported  from  widely 
separated  communities.  Condition  of  cattle  and  sheep  excellent.  Surplus  of  labor. 

PONDERA:  Few  local  showers.  Mostly  dry  and  hot.  Good  growing  conditions  for 

wheat,  but  showing  some  white  caps  on  tip  kernels.  N'''t  alarming.  Wheat 
appears  to  be  filling  three  to  the  mesh  at  least, and  early  seeded  crops  are  in  the 
hard  dough  stage.  Turning  slightly,  ^'^igh  amount  of -moisture  in  ground,  together 
with  cool  night  air  dra.inage,  indicates  a  good  fill.  Feed  crop-  growth  so  heavy 
and  rank  due  to  moisture  and  good-  growing  conditions,  much  of  it  is  beginning  to 
lodge,  especially  on  summer  fallowed  prepared  seed  beds.  Webworms  attacked  practic¬ 
ally  all  beet  fields,  allecting  nearly  3. 000  acres,  as  of  Saturday  last  week. 

Poison  supplies  hard  to  get.  Worms  have  done  considerable  damage  to  growing  beets 
to  the  extent  of  4o  to  50%  in  western  portion  of  county,  and  30%  iu  eastern  portion. 
All  types  of  hay  and  grasses,  according  to  farmers'  reports,  show  most  exceptional 
growth  in  their  experience,  indicating  abundant  feed  supplies  not  only  summer  range, 
but  also  winter  feed  reserves.  Labor  over-supplied. 

PRAIRIE :  Light  thunder  shower  Monday,  very  little  .moisture.  General  growing  con¬ 
ditions  satisfactory  except  for  grasshoppers.  Hoppers  started  flying  into 
county  on  July  5th  in  immense  clouds  from  southeast.  Monday  many  of  them  left  south 
side  of  Yellowstone  River  and  flew  to  north  side.  Grasshopper  damage  to  crops,  10% 
to  100%.  Many  farmers  trying  to -salvage  hay  out  of  their  grain  crops.  Considerable 
poison  being  mixedand  sruead.  If  hoppers  remain  here,  crops  will  be  total  loss. 
Livestock  is  in  excellent  condition.  Most  of  wool' has  been  sold  and  shipped. 

RICHLAND:  No  precipitation.  Hail  occurred  in  western  part  of  county,  doing  con¬ 
siderable  damage  and  totally  destroying  some  crops.  Grasshoppers  have 
started  migrating  into  the  county-  in  large  swarms  from  North  Dakota.  Considerable 
da.mage  in  some  fields,  but  not'  so  much  in  others,  and  honners  seem  to  be  o'n  the 
meve.  Great  quantities  of  -ocison  being  distributed  from  mixing  stations,  and  a 
number  of  growers  have  built  hopper  catc'ners  and  are  emoloying  both  methods  together 
with  irrigation  -water  in  the  valley  in.  an  effort  to  save  their  crops.  Most  cats  and 
barley  fields'  are  being  damaged  and  are  be.ing  cut  for  hay  in  order  to  avoid  comnlete 
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I  destruction.  Some  damage  being  dene  on  seme  v;heat  fields  veith  some  crops  being 
I  almcst  completely  destroyed.  Sorley  is  a.lsc  being  cut  at  this  time  on  seme  land, 
i  for  tne  first  time  in  eight  or  ten  yf-ars.  Blister  beetles  causing  some  damage, 

I  particularly  to  beet  creps  in  Savage  area.  Seme  gro’.Yers  starting  to  harvest  grain. 

I  Corn  crops  being  daKiaged  some  by  hoppers.  Livestock  in  general  good  condition. 

:  ROOSEVELT :  Heavy  showers  early  in  wo-ek,  v,arm  and  clear  latter  part.  Good  growing 
J  conditions  with  excellent  moisture  supply.  Early  spring  grains  be- 

i  ginning  to.  ripen,  prospects  for  good  yields  where  no  insect  damage.  Grasshoppers 
moving  in  from  southeast  in  hordes  during  most  of  week.  Majority  lighting  along 
'  Missouri  in  western  section  of  county  where  condition  is 'very  serious.  In  other 
sections  numbers  are  less.  Poisoning  is  being  done  but  not  with  much  success 
against  hoppers  that  have  flc’wn  in.  Harvesting  "f  winter  rye  under  way  and  some 
early  ''ats  being  ha,rvested.  Rangecenditions  undhanged.  Some  cases  of  horse  ec- 
cephalo mylitis  in  eastern  section  cf county. 

ROSEBUL :  Generally  hot  ouid  dry.  All  crops  m.aking  rapid  growth  except  rye  and 

wunter  wheat  wnicii  is  mostly  ready  f^r  harvest.  Combining  and  cutting 
of  winter  wheat  started.  Fair  yields  and.  quality  reported.  Grasshopper  migration 
hascevered  most  cf  northern  half  of  ccuiity,  Little  damc'ige  reported  to,  date  except 
in  a  few  fields  of  late  oats  and  wheat.  Some  indication  of  hoppers  taking  to 
flight  after  short  rest.  Migration  generR,lly  westward. 

5.AWDERS  :  Ho  precipitation.  Generally  clear  and  hot.  Very  good  growing  conditions 
but  crops  will  need  rain  soon  on  account  of  extreme  high  temperatures. 
Average  maximum,  93° >  average,  minimum  51° •  Crop  conditions  fair  to  good.  Har¬ 
vesting  of  winter  wheat  will  start  this  coming  week  with  yield  somewhat  below  nor¬ 
mal.  Spring  grain  well  headed  out  and  in  very  thrifty  condition.  Eirst  cutting 
hay  which  was  damaged  from  recent ' rains  is  mostly  in  stack.  Second  cutting  making 
rapid  growth,  potatoes  very  good  condtion  with  outliok  for  good  yield.  Gardens 
generally  V  ery  good.  Livestock  in  veryg'^od  condition.  Higher  ranges  very  good. 
Heavy  infestation  of  webworms  causing  some  damage  to  alfalfa  seed  o,nd  gardens. 

Some  damage  from  crickets  continues  requiring  continued  dusting  over  infested 
areas.  Grasshopper  damage  confinedto  small  areas. 

SHERIDAN :  Weather  conditions  cont inue  favorable .  Heavy  rains  have  occurred  in 

southern  part  of  countyfirst  of  week.  No  hail  reported.  Crops  develop¬ 
ing  nicely.  Stem  rust  reported  in  few  areas  but  at  present  no  damage  from  this 
cause  is  .anticipated.  Little  damage  from  locally  hatched  grasshoppers  expected. 
Livestock  conditions  continue  good.  No  change  in  labor  situation. 

C\7ESTGRASS  :  Weather  warmer.  Tra.ce  of  precipitation.  General  growing  conditions 
good  due  to  warmer  days  and  nights.  No  hail  reported.  Haying  pro¬ 
gressing  rapidly.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Labor  unchanged.  Crickets  under 
control.  Grasshopper  situation  unchanged. 

TETON ;  Precipitation  .5  inch.  High  temperature  for  week  was  89°,  warmest  recorded 
for  this  season  of  year.  Nights  also  very  warm.  In  Diamond  Valley,  ha.ving 
less  than  half  the  amount  of  rain  the  rest  of  the  county  has  had,  hot  wea.ther  this 
week  caused  considerable  white  tipped  wheat.  No  precipitation  this  week  in  that 
part  of  county.  Rest  cf  county  nas  had  ideal  growing  conditions.  Webworms  on  the 
move  and  doing  a  lot  of  damage  to  gardens  in  seme  parts  of  county.  Haying  is  under 
way.  Wild  hay  will  start  this  next  week.  Alfalfa  haying,  first  cutting,  is  about 
70^  completed.  Wool  is  being  moved  to  market. 

TOOLE:  Few  scattered  showers,  a,nd  warm.  Precipitation  .25  at  Shelby.  All  cr^^pB 
in  excellent  shape.  Considerable  v/ebworm  damage  in  gardens  throughout 
county.  All  grasses  in  excellent  shape.  Haying  operations  in  full  swing.  Con¬ 
tinued  hay  hand  movement  through  local  Employment  Service.  Labor  supply  adequate. 

VALLEY :  Local  showers  latter  part  cf  last  week  and  first  of  this  week,  with  some 
hail  north  of  Frazer  and  in  Lnstre  communities.  Very  little  damage  done. 
Past  three  days  hot,  very  little  wind.  Crops  in  west  and  north  part  of  county  in 
excellent  shape  as  far  as  moisture  is  concerned.  Some  crops  in  southern  portion' 
lack  mcistui’e.  Wheat  beginning  to  fill  in  good  shape.  Corn  looking  good.  Sugar 
beets  in  most  cf  valley  in  excellent  condition.  Some  blocking  and  thinning  being 
done.  Few  fields  having  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  weeds.  Bluejoint  end 
western  wheatgrass  locks  like  a  very  good  crop  will  be  harvested.  Livestock  in 
good  condtion  mth  abundance  of  grass  and  water.  One  report  of  sleeping  sickness 
in  herses  in  Thceny  community.  Hordes  of  migrating  grasshoppers  moved  in  eastern 
and  southern  portion  of  county  and  are  doing  considerable  d amage.  poison  is  avail¬ 
able  for  those  who  wish,  to  use  it.  Very  little  wool  sold,  offers  varying  fr^'m 
17^  to  20^.  Farmers  getting  machinery  ready  in  preparation  for  harvest.  Consider¬ 
able  calls  for  help.  Fall  rye  being  cut  in  some  cases.  Most  cf  rye  will  be  ready 
to  cut  within  next  ten  days. 

WHEATL AND :  Weather  very  warm  first  of  week.  Cloudy  and  damp  latter  part  with 
heavy  rain  on  Saturday.  Little  hail  but  causing  no  damage  to  crops. 
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Crops  in  goodcondit ion .  V/'e'bworms  hatching  out  in  large  numbers  in  different  iDarts 
of  county, although  there  has  been  no  damage  reported  to  crops. 

T^IBAUX:  Hot  weather  most  of  week.  No  precipitation.  Moisture  sufficient  for 
gro'wth  of  crops  in  south  half  of  county.  Rains  would  be  beneficial  to 
feed  crops  in  north  -oortion.  Grasshopper  damage  enormious  in  all  parts  of  county. 
A.11  leaves  stripped  and  amount  of  crop  depends  on  how  grain  will  fill  and  the 
extent  of  head  damage  by  grasshoppers.  A.  considerable  amoiunt  is  being  cut  for  hay. 
Corn  crop  looking  good.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Wool  pool  sold  for  per 
pound. 

EAV/SON :  Y^eather  hot  aad  dry  most  of  week,  cooler  somewhat  at  the  end.  Severe 

grasshopper  damage,  with  practically  everyone  starting  to  cut  crops  for 
fe^’d,  in  crdertc  beat  the  hoppers  to  it.  Livestock  in  good  condition,  with  grass 
and  water  situation  satisfactory. 


Helena,  Montana 
July  19,  1938 


Jay  G.  Diamond,  Sr.  Agr.  Statistician. 
T.  J.  Kuzelka,  Jr.  Agr.  Statistician. 
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P.EPORT  OF  WEATHER  ALT)  CROP  COMDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  the  Weiik  EiiiJiKg  I'uesday,  July  26,  193§4' 


Issued  foinfly  ky  (ho  Hurecu  of  /agricultural  Economics  and  (he  Weather  Buraa^i^ 

Cffioes:  Foderal  Office  Building,  Helena,  hiontana. 

Hot,  dry,'  sunny  v/ea.ther  during  the  earlier  and  grea't'eT~“'n-artr”of“th-e- -weak-^.'a.s 
favorable  for  haying  and  harvesting  operations,  as  well  as  for  maturing  of  early 
small  grains.  Heat  and  rapid  depletion  of  soil  moisture  caused  moderate  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  late-sown  dryland  grain  crops  in  northern  and  central  districts  before 
showers  and  much  cooler  temperatures  during  the  last  three  days  checked  further 
immediate  decline.  Winter  and  early  spring  grain  crops  on  drylands  are  about 
matured  or  'under  harvest,  but  la,te-sown  grains  are  in  need  of  more  rain  for  matur¬ 
ing.  Irrigated  crops  are  generally  in  good  condition  and  making  excellent  progress. 
Extensive  use  of  waler  has  been  necessary,  but  supnlies  have  remained  ample.  Stem 
rust  has  been  reported  from  several  eastern  counties,  notably  Caniels,  Frollon,  Gar¬ 
ter,  Valley,  Prairie,  and  Roosevelt.  Winter  wheat,  as  well  as  early  sown  spring 
wneat  are  mostly  too  far  advanced,  for  any  appreciable  rust  damage,  but  late-sown 
wnea.t  ma.y  be  somewhat  affected,  although  damage  to  date  appears  mostly  light. 
Grasshoppers  have  caused  considerable  damage  to  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  alfalfa 
in  extreme  eastern  districts,  particularly  in  Richland  and  Dawson  Counties,  during 
the  last  two  weeks,  but  the  situation  is  now  regarded  as  less  acute.  Webworins  and 
blister  beetles  have  done  heavy  damage  locally  in  western  counties  to  sugar  beets, 
flax,  mustard,  and  gardens.  Co-rn  developed  rapidly  during  the  hot  weather,  and 
advanced  to  the  tasseling  stage.  A.  "purple  top"  disease  has  attacked  some  potato 
and  tomato  crops  in  southern  counties,  otherwise  these  crops,  as  well  as  sugar 
beets,  beans,  peas,  and  gardens  are  reported  doing  nicely  and  in  good  condition. 

Harvesting  of  rye,  winter  wheat,  early  spring  wheat,  barley,  and  canning  reas 
has  started,  although  general  harvesting  operations  will  not  be  underway  for  at 
least  another  week.  Ifuch  grain  has  been  cut  rather  green  in  several  extreme  eastern 
counties  to  avoid  severe  grasshopper  damage  and  possible  rust  effects. 

The  first  crop  of  alfalfa  has  finally  been  put  up  after  much  delay  and  a  great 
amount  of  damage  from  continued  rains  during  late  June  and  early  July.  Wild  haying 
is  proceeding  vigorously  with  excellent  yields.  Cutting  of  the  second  crop  of 
alfalfa  has  started  in  a  fev/  ^lacee.  Ranges  have  remained  green  longer  than  usual, 
and  continue  to  afford  abundant  feed  for  all  types  of  livestock.  Pastures  have 
been  drying  up  in  the  Flathead  district,  necessitating  feeding  of  dairy  herds  for 
maintenance  of  milk  production.  Livestock  are  in  good  to  excellent  condition,  ex¬ 
cept  where  outbreaks  of  sleeping  sickness  have  occurred  among  horses  in  eastern 
counties.  Some  stockmen  are  planning  a  moderate  amount  of  restocking  during  fall 
as  a  result  of  the  restoration  of  good  range  conditions  and  the  favorable  outlook 
for  winter  feed. 


TSivgE-- ATURE  MID  PRECIPITATION  DATA,  WEEK  ENDIHG  o^ULY  26,  193^ 


Temper. 

ature 

Sunshine 
fo  of 

Thi  s 

Total  precipitation 

From  Anril  For  Corresponding 

St at  ion 

Highest 

Lowest 

Posslole 

Week 

1st  to  dat-e 

Period  in  1937 

Billings 

96 

54 

* 

0.44 

11.8,2 

6.77 

Bo  zeman 

86 

45 

* 

0.06 

10.11 

8.99 

Conrad 

* 

* 

3k 

0.4l 

8,94 

6.13 

Cut  Bank 

94 

44  ■ 

* 

0.39 

9.68 

,5.98 

Fort  Peck 

94 

'  95 

* 

0.64 

7.05  . 

3.82 

Glendive 

99 

53 

* 

0.84 

6.32 

6.03 

Great  Falls 

96 

51 

* 

0.02 

9.50 

4.62 

Havre 

96 

52 

66 

0.82 

8.88 

6.64 

HELENA 

91 

50 

65 

0.01 

9.49 

4.01 

Kali  spell 

96 

48 

84 

0.05 

4.37 

5.21 

Lewistov/n 

92 

47 

* 

0.43 

11.71. 

5.94 

Malta  . 

96 

54 

0.34 

9.20 

6.45 

Miles  City 

98 

5S 

68 

0.09 

6 . 65 

5.33 

Missoula 

100 

■  96 

86 

0.01 

7.1s 

3.26 

poplar 

91 

52 

* 

0.29 

9.38 

4.80 

Stanford 

+ 

* 

* 

1.12 

12.23 

5.28 

Average 

..0-37 

8.91 

5.58 

NO  DATA. 


W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau, 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Bnr.  Agnic.  .Economics. 
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Tne  loiiowing  s'onunaries  ci  Crop  Conaiticns  i  or  tne  weeK:  enaing  jury  are 

furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State  Extension 
Service.  •'  ■ 

I ' 

ESAV3RHEAE:>-  --Very  little  precipitation.  Scattered  showers  first  of  week,  tempera-  'i, 
tunes  nrach  warmer.  Haying  infull  swing  in  Beaverhead  Valley  and  Horse  |t 
Prairie  district.  Crops  ingood  condition,  growing  conditions  good.  Shearing  com-  j| 

pleted.  Activity  in  wool  slow.  Moving  sheen  to  reserve.  Range  grass  good.  Sugar  iS 
beet  v/ebworms  reported  causing  small  damage  to  fev;  crons  in  Beaverhead  Valley.  |j' 

ii 

BIG  BORN :  Light  shov/ers  helped  continue  excellent  growing  conditions.  Higher  tern-  |- 
peratures  prevailed  .most  of  week,  which  has  had  tendency  to  ripen  grain,  j, 
Co.mbining  general  over  county.  Some  grain  cut  with  binder  before  ripe  enough  for  ; 

ccubine.  B''ets  making  splendid  progress.  Second  crop  alfalfa  hay  ready  to  cut.  : 

A.11  c-idtivatcd  crops  making  good  nrogres.s.  .  purple  Top  in  potatoes  app'e'aring.  ■ 

Range  and  livestock  ingoed  condition.  Labor  a.mple.  Cricket  control  Still  under  way. 
Very  little  grasshopner  infestation.  ' 

BLAIrlE :  Ore  good  shower  in  central  and  northern  part  of  county  Monday  night.  Bal¬ 
ance  of  week  clear,  sunshiny  days  witn  moderate  temneratures .  Crops  in  < 

excellent  shaue  in  all  parts  of  county.  Some  damage  to  siagar  beets  by  blister 
beetles  and  \7ebworms.  A  few  migra.tory  honners  landed  in  vicinity  of  Turner  Sunday  i 

but  not  enough  to  do  any  particular  damage.  Livestock  and  range  in  excellent  ■ 

condition. 

CARBON :  Heavy  rains  reported  in  all  parts  of  county.  Ha.il  renorted  in  Bridger  and 

Round  Butte  section  witn  damage  to  crops  in  limited  areas.  Hottest  tern-  '1 

peratures  so  far  this  summer  reported  this  week.  Cutting  of  winter  wheat  and  spring  ij 
graincommenced  both  in  irrigated  and  dryland  sections.  Haying  continues  in  western  'i 
portion,  where  hay  is  composed  of  grasses  and  legumes.  -Crops,  particularly  beets,  "I 

beans  and  corn  which  v/ere  hailed  out,  are  making  verj'"  rapid  recovery,  although  I 

there  is  some  question  whether  the  bean  crop  will  mature.  Livestock  condition  is 
excellent. 

C 4SCALE;  Hot  weather  hp.s  made  ideal  growing  conditions  and  provided  excellent  ' 

weather  for  maturing  winter  whe.at  and  filling  spring  wheat  which  is  now 
in  full  bloom.  Farmers  .still  busy ■ putting  up  hay  and  preparing  for  harvest.  Live-  i 
stock  in  excellent  ccnditicri.  Labor  normal.  Some  damage  from  webwerms  during  past  , 
week.  Crickets  continue  to  harass  farm  crops  but  no  great  amount  of  damage  has 
br-en  done. 

CilOUTEAU :  Three  hot  days  have  speeded  ripening  of  grain.  No  precipitation.  La,te 

seeded  spring  wheat  being  dainaged.by  hot  winds.  Few  fields  of  grain  ) 

harvested,  but  will  be  in  full  swing  middle  cf  next  week,  in  winter  wheat  a.reas.  ■ 

Soring  wheat  from  seven  t'  ten  days  later.  Heat  will  nc  dcubt  cut  spring  wheat  j 

yields  considerably. 

CUSTER  -  PQTOER  RIVER;  Warmer  vjith  fe\v  light  local  showers.  Growing  conditions 

good.  Irrigated  crops  continue  geed  growth  since  grass-  i 

hopper  menace  has  passed.  Irrigated  grains  n^w  being  harvested.  Ha,rvest  rf  dry-  1 
land  grains  that  survived  insect  dama.ge  n''w  starting,  yields  fairly  good.  Haying  . 

continues  in  full  force.  Ranges  mostly  dry  but  grass  is  cured  and  stock  water  : 

plentifvil.  All  cattle  and  sheep  gaining. 

DANIELS :  Over  .p  inch  rain  in  most  parts  cf  county  as  result  of  scattered  thunder  ; 

showers.  Few  fields  damaged  severely  by  hail.  Weather  generally  cocl 
with  little  'T  no  wind.  Fall  rye  ready  tc  harvest  with  high  yields  expected.  i 

Early  wheat  filling  satisfactorily.  Considerable  rust  shewing  up  in  later  seeded  , 
wheat,  and  indications  point  toward  reduced  yields  because  cf  rust.  Grasses  pro¬ 
ducing  abundance  cf  seed  and  range  la,nd  still  green,  which  is  unusual  for  this  time  : 
of  season.  Labor  situation  unchanged.  Little  or  nc  damage  from  grasshonpers  with  i 
poisoning  campaign  still  in  operation.  i 

DAWSON :  Scattered  showers  early  in  week  followed  by  warmer  weather  and  closing 

rather  het  and  dry-.  Most  oats  and  barley  have  been  or  are  being  cut  for 
feed  where  hopper  damage  at  all  justified,  this  including  a.  rather  high  percentage 
cf  the  tctal  acreage.  Scattered  fields  of  corn  have  been  badly  damaged  by  hoppers, 
althcugh  the  bulk  remains  in  rather  good  condition  and  should  produce  feed.  Seme 
binding  cf  v.heat  has  been  started  in  an  attempt  to  beat  the  hoppers,  with  probabil- 
ities  of  earlier  fields  producing  reasonably  good  quality  grain.  Livestock  in  good 
condition.  Gra.sses  generally  seeded  heavily  this  year  and  grama  is  just  now  coming 
intc  blcsscm.  .Hoppers  will -destroy  quite  a  large  percentage  cf  heads,  but  there 
should  still  remain  a  rather  heavy  seeding.  Grasshopner  damage  has  undoubtedly 
slackened  tc  seme  extent  as -the  droves  are  less  concentrated  than  a  week  previous. 

They  cover  the  entire  county  and  continue  to  work  on  crops. 

FALLON  -  CARTER:  Slight  precipitation,  '.05  inch.  Poor  to  fair  growing  conditions. 

•Black  stem  rust  noticed  generally  in  Fallon  County.  Expect  most 
grain  too  far  advanced  to  do  much  damage.  It  appears  that  rust  will  damage  some 
late  wheat  plantings.  Fair  grain  harvest  expected  in  some  localities  in  Fallon 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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County.  Crop  conditions  poor  in. middle  Carter  County.  Some  areas  in  Carter  lack 
moisture.  Livestock  in  fair  to  ^ood.  condition.  Several  cases  of  sleeping  sickness 
reported. 

FERGUS :  Hot  dry  weather.  Highest  temoerature  of  year  reached.  Winter  wheat  has 
matured  rapidly  with  combining  expected  to  start  about  first  of  A-Ugust. 

Spring  wheat  also  maturing  rapidly  but  possibly  too  fast  for  maximum  yields.  Some 
reports  of  bui'ning  in' Winifred  and' Grass  Range  areas  and'Hoosac  community.  Late 
spring  wheat  will  need  more  moisture  but  earlyspring  wheat  and  v^inter  wheat  in  most 
a.re3,s  should  get  by  without  further  rain,  but  with  possible  slight’  reduction.  Hail 
streak  from  Arrow  Creek  through  Kol  in,  " si ightly  east  of  ^''^ocre,  and  on  to  mountains 
in  strip  about  a  mile  to  mile  and  a  half  wide  on  the  average.  '  Fields  damaged  all 
the  way  from  lOOp  in  center, ' possibly  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  to  no 
damage  on  edges.  Alfelfa  hay  produced  very  well  with  last  ten  days  being  ideal 
weather,  .an'd  a  lot  of  hay  has  been  put  up  in  very  nice  shape.  Ymd  hay  being  put 
up  now.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition  witn  more  grass  than  will  be  used  in  call 
parts  of  county.  Expect  moderate  restockine  this  fall,  but  liberal  plan  of  financ¬ 
ing  for  tnis  restocking  would  be  nFcessc'’’ry'.  Cricket  control  satisfactorv  with  work 
exTpected  to  stop  about  August  1.  GrasShon-oers  around  edges  of  fields  doing  some 
damage  to  leaves  with  poisoning  being  done  in  several  sections.  No  crop  losses  re¬ 
ported  from  honpers,  no  movement  of  hoppers  report'd. 

ELATHEAD Clecar  and  hot,  no  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  excellent  fore  part 
of  week.  Latter  part,  crops  showed  indications  of  maturing  too  rapidly 
and  additional  moisture  and  cooler  weather  would  be  very  beneficial  to  ell  crops. 

Fea  h.arvest  sta.rted  with  comparatively  low  yields.  Some  barley  cut  and  winter  wheat 
ha,rvcst  will  commence  next  week,  pastures  drying  ut)  and  considerable  feeding  being 
done  by  dairymen  in  ■:’n  effort  to  keep  up  milk  production.  Range  livestock  in  good 
condition.  Labor  plentiful. 

C-ALLA-T IN :  Y/eather  generally  clear,  no  precipitation  except  for  light  shower  Satur¬ 
day.  V'/inter  wheat  ripening  rapidly  and  cutting  startedwith  binders  this 
week.  Yields  'promise  to  be  muen  aoove  that  of  average  for  last  five  ryears.  Spring 
wheat  headed  out,  also  with  promise  of  heavy  yield.  Moisture  conditions  excellent, 
both  dry  and  irrigated  sections.  No  change  in  irrigation  water  and  sufficient 
soil  moisture  in  dry  area  to  mature  winter  wheat.  However,  ’-dth  no  cadditiona.l 
moisture,  spring  v/hea,t  may  be  dama'''’'d.  Haying  completed  after  considerable  delay 
due  to  sho’vers.  Ca.n’aing' pea  harvest  started.  Pasture  and  range  land  remains  in 
excellent  condition  with  many  cf  grasses  still  green. 

GAP-FIELD  -  PETR  OLEUM:  Rrecipitatio'n  included  showers  in  scattered  areas  of  'both 

counties.  General  gro^'ing  conditions  good,  however,  addition¬ 
al  moisture  is  desirable.  Crop  conditionsgood  in  western  Garfield  and.  petroleujn 
generally.  Grasshopper  damage  has  occurred  in  eastern  two-thirds  of  Garfield  and 
is  severe- in  Cchagen  area.  Damage  noi-v  ranges  from  30  t'O  in  infested  areas. 

Numerous  fields  damaged  lOO^o.  Considerable  late  seeded  crops  have  been  harvested. 
for  hay  in  iinmature  stage.  Shee^D  and  <^ttle  conditions  continue  very  favorable. 
Sleeping  sickn.ess  in  norses  has  become  prevalent  almost  over  entire  area  and' numerous 
losses  have  been  reported. 

GL AC lER :  No  precipitation.  Rot,  wita  dry  winds  most  of  week.  Nights  cool.  Tem¬ 
peratures  around  90*^  above  in  the  shade,  during  day.  Growing  conditi'’'ns 

generally  fair,  some  cr'ps  s-.ow  effect  of  hot  winds.  Crop  conditions  generally  good. 
Tenter  wheat  beginning  to  turn.  Second,  cutting  alfalfa  on  early  fields  about  ih 
feet  high.  Pastures  generally  in  good,  shape  although  some  are  beginning  to  dry- 
Grasshopper  poison  still  being  put  out  in  few  areas,  with  good  results  where  work 
is  being  done.  Considerable  webworm  damage  experienced  in  Cut  Bank  and  on  some  of 
the  farm  gardens.  'Webworms  did  slight  damage  on  edges  of  grain  fields.  Livestock 
in  excellent  shape. 

KILL :  precipitation  .I3  inch.  Extreme  warm  weather  has  hastened  ripening  of  grain 
and  caused  considerable  burning  of  late  crops.  Continued  hot,  dry  weather 
is  reducing  anticipated  yields  rapidly.  Ranges  and  livestock  in  good  condition. 

Labor  balanced. 

JUDITH  BASIN;  precipitation  slight  and  scattered.  Hail  moderate  to  destructive  in 
Denton  and  Arrow  Creek  communities.  Temperatures  high.  Haying 
in  progress  after  much  delay  on  account  of’  wet  weather.  Consider<a,ble  amount  of  hay 
spoiled  during  previous  two  wee'ks.  GrcO.s shoppers  a,pr> earing  in  some  areas.  Very  little 
demand  for  poison.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition-  on  the  range. 

LAKE :  ScaJterfd  shbv/ers.  YYeather  rather  hot.  Light'  hail  in  tm^o  communities'  but  no 
damage.  Harvesting  of  rye,  wheat  and  barley  starting  on  many  farms.  Second 
crop  alfalfa  being  harvested  in  Moiese' district.  Ranges  and  livestock  in  excellent 
condition.  Sugar  beet  webworms  and  fall- array  worms'  doing  considerable  damage  to 
crops  in  different  sections.  Gras'shopr^-rs  dying-  in  large  num-bers  because  of  disease 
and  parasites.  ,  ,  ■  :  • 

(Continued,  on  Page  3O 


Go\int,y  SunuTiariFs  of  Crop  Ccnditicus  f or  thp.  :ve ek  pndinf;  July  23 ,  193^  -  1.  *  ij 

LZ'iTIS  i:  CLAPX  -  3H0A.LVV.A.TEP. :  7?arrap-st  ’vp^tner  to  date  this  year,  causin,e:  soil  mois- 

ture  to  evaoorate  rapidly.  Crops  showing  effect  of  j 
warm  weather  with  some  v'ar.ra  .winds.  Un].ess  relieved  rain  some  cron  yields  will  | 
oe  reduced.  Mere  irrigating  being  done  new  than  at  any  time  during  season.  While 
not  serious,  webworms  are  doing  some  crop  damage  in  both  counties.  Gardens  have  jj 

been  damaged  the, most,  winter  wheat  and  rye  harvest  will  start  soon.  -Grasses  rinen-  jl 
ing.fast.  A-b'undance  of  grass  all  over.  Sc.me  grasshopper  poisoning  being  done  in  j| 
scattered  ,-ireas.  f 

i-tA-TISO;-:  -  JEFFERSON  :  Slight  precipitation  Saturday.  Growing  conditions  excellent.  ^ 

Weather  hot,  no  wind.  Excellent  crop  conditions,  with  winter  I 
grain  and  some  soring  grains  rip^n.ing  rapidly.  Some  rye  being  harvested  and  ?/inter  ■' 
’•'neat  axlmost  ready  to  cut.  Sugar  beet  webworms  prevalent  over  very  large  ,  area  in  I 
botn  counties  and  doing  considerable  dajnage.  Blister  bpetle  also  causing  some  dam¬ 
age  in  beet  fields.  Grasshoppers  renort'^'d  dying  off  in  large  numbers  in  North 
Boulder  area.  Eirst  crop  of  hay  practically  all  in  stack.  Some  crops  getting  quite  ■ 
dry.  Stock  and  range  conditions  remained  excellent  witn  some  moisture  needed  for 
the  range. 

■■’iSAGHER :  Few  scattered  heavy  shov/ers.  'Weather  muen  warmer.  Grov/ing  conditions 

continue  excellent.  Heavy  hay  crop  reported.  Winter  grain  harvest  -begun.,  ' 
iVeatn'er  now  permitting  good  progress  on  harvest.  Livestock  conditons  excellent.  1 

Fev/  ’'/ether  lambs  sold  at  6^^.  One  bunch  mixed,  yearling  cattle  (light  weight)  at  ' 

Labor  supply  and  demand  about  equal.  Grasshoppers  beginning  to  do  a  little  damage.  j 
Hea.vy  infestation  of  beet  ’.•'eb’-/orm,s ,  no  important  damage  to  date  except  to  gardens.  | 
No  v/nolesale  control  being  carried  on. 

i.ilSSOULA:  Hot  and  dry  all  ’/veek.  No  precipitation.  Small  grains  ripening.  Harvest 
probably .  will  start  next  week.  Yield  prospect  fair  to  good.  Haying  in' 
full  swing.  Most  of  first  crop  alfa.lfa  in  stack.  Gutting  second  -crop  has  started 
in.  some  localities.  .  Yields  generally  good.  Sugar  beets  damaged  severely  by  ?/eb-  , 
v/orms.  Ranges  and  pastures  in  g^’od  cond-ition.  Webwcrm,  infestation  decreasing. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY:  Local  showers  on  18th,  warm  winds  Thursday  and  Friday. 

Harvest  progressing,  much  barley,  being  cut  not.  ,  Win¬ 
ter  '/.'heat  harvest  will  oe  in  full  S’/ving  in  about  ten  days.  Oats  ripening  very  fast. 
Livestock  in  very  good  condition.  Number  of  cattle  in  Musselshell  County  has  in- 
Cxfased  materially  in  last  two  months,  as  many  ranchers  are  be.ginning  to  restock 
a,iter  their  sellout  in  I936 . 

'P .MIK :  Warm  weather  prevailed.  A.11  grains  growing  ’//ell  witn  some  starting  to  mature 
as  result  of  warmer  weather.  First  crop  hay  mostly  in  stack  but,  previous 
wet  v/^ather  caused  some  spoilage  and  delay.  All  crop  prospects  best  in  several 
years.  Livestock  in  excellent  shape  due  to  rank  growth  of,  grass.  Quite  serious 
outbreaks  of  grasshoppers  doing  some  damage,  poison  program  procedding  on  small 
scale. 

EHILIIPS :  Local  showers  covered  large  area  varying  from  .5  to  1  inch,  ’with  .9I 

inches  at  Malta.  Warm.  Good  gro’.cing  conditions  where  there  is  plenty  of 
moisture.  Crop  conditions  very  good  in  most  parts  of  count".  Seme  damage  to  wheat 
from  burning  reported  in  extreme  nortnern  part.  -*^irst  cutting  of  alfalfa  about  com¬ 
pleted-  Some  migratory  grassho  ^pers  landed  in  county  on  l6th.  Slight  damage  in 
some  sections,  mostly  ea,stern  part.  Severa.l  cases  of  sleeping  sickness  in  horses 
in  various  comjnunit ies ,  majority  in  northern  part.  Condition  of  sheep  and  cattle 
very  good.  Surplus  of  labor- 

PRA.IHIE :  Ha.il  on  Broadviev/  Bench  and  Mildred  area.  No  precipitation  in  rest,  of 
county.  n/eather  hot  and  dry,  ripening  wheat  rapidly.  Many  farmers  are 
heading  wheat  and  many  fields  will  oe  ready  for  combine  next  week.  Grasshoppers 
still  doing  considerable  damage,  and  v/ebworms  present  in  considerable  numbers. 

Black  stem  rust  is  a  threat  to  all  later  wheat  fields.  Livestick  contine  to  improve. 

RICHL A^TD :  Slight  precipitatienfore  part  of  v/eek.  Latter  part  of  week  real  cool. 

Ho  pers  migrating  in  large  numoers,  doing  tremendous  damage.  Mtany  fields  , 
of  oats  and  wheat  co.moletely  destro"''ed;  damage  on  oats  estiraa.ted  40  to  100^,  ’//hea.t 
25  to  100^.  Estimated  that  for  entire  county,  oat  crop  yield  has  been  red.uced 
aoout  65^  and  wheat  around  'yOfo-  Every  grower  doing  everything  he  can  to  combat 
invasion,  by  spreading  poison,  as  well  as  cutting  grain  before  hoppers  c-ould  take 
it  all.  Most  grain  not  ripe  enough  for  combines,  so  binders  and  headers  have  been 
used.  There  will  be  some  shrinkage  in  grain  due  to  being  cut  .too  green.  Fields 
left  to  ripen  further  have  been  practically  totally  destroyed.  It  is  believed  peek 
of  invasion  has  passed.  Many  growers  report  good  results-  with, poison  out  it  is, 
impossible  to  stop  hoppers  that  are  continually  migrating- into  the  county.'  S.everal  , 
grasshopper  catchers,  using  distillate,  being  used  par't icularly  -by  v-alley  farmers 
on  their  beet  cultivators  and  other  machinery.  Much  oats  cut  for  hay.  Vgried 
degrees  of  damage  done  to  other  crops  fcuch  a.s  beets  and  corn.  Second  growth  of 
alfalfa  delayed  by  hoppers.'  Over  bOO, 000  lbs.  poison  has  been  distributed  to  date. 
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Due  to  invasion,  credit  has  'become  very  tight  and  farmers  find  it  difficult  to  se¬ 
cure  credit  for  parchase  of  "binder  twine  and  necessarv  repairs  for  trying  to  sal¬ 
vage  crops.  Livestock  ranges  far  enough  along  to  give  abundance  of  feed  for  all 
classes  of  livestock.  Surplus  of  labor  is  being  absorbed  in  harvest  fields. 

ROOSEVELT :  Warm,  trace,  of  precipitation-  VVeatPer  conditions  favorable  for  matur¬ 
ing  grain,  crops.  Stem  rust  developed  ranidly  first  two  days  of  week  witn 
warm  damp  weather.  Many  late  se-^ded  fields  in  most  sections,  are  badly  infected 
with  prospects  of  yielding  little  of  rust  develop  normally.  Early  seeded  grain 
infested  with  rust  in  most  cases  but  da.mca,ge  exmected  to  be  light  in  those  fields. 

As  yet  wheat  fields  not  seriously  damaged,  except  in  central,  section  along  the 
Missouri  v/he:.'e  some  yields  v/ill  be  cut  in  half  through  grasshopper  damage.  If  in¬ 
festation  remains  in  eastern  section,  serious  losses  exaected.  Most  oat,  and  barlej'’ 
fields  being  harvested  v.here  hopper  infestation  is  heavy.  Corn  and  other  fe'd.  crons 
generally  mcoking  excellent  growth  with  little  honper  da.mage  at  nresent.  Livestock 
continue  in  excellent  condition.  All  range  grasses,  but  narticularly  gramma,  pro¬ 
ducing  large  amounts  of  seed.  Heavy  grasshonper  infestation  coming  into  county  on 
22nd,  particularly  in  eastern  section.  In  central  and  western  section,  houpers 
are  leaving. 

ROSEBTJD :  Weather  cool  first  of  week,  increased  tempera.tures  last  three  days.  Win¬ 
ter  wheat  harvest  general  throughout  county.  Oats  and  late  soring  wheat 
being  cut  for  hay  to  get  ahead  of  homoers.  Corn  making  rapid  growth,  most  fields 
tasseling  out.  Cutting  of  wild  hay  getting  under  way.  Grasshopoers  continued  on 
move  during  week.  Cron  losses  rather  severe  in  northern  oart  of  county.  Bait  going 
out  in  larger  volume,  , mostly  in  alfa.lfa  seed  ereas.  Condition  of  .^ll  livestock 
continues  to  improve  with  r  nges  gener.allj^  remaining  green.  Sever-^l  bunches  of 
mixed  lambs  contracted  during  week  at  . 

SAEDERS :  No  nrecinitation.  Clear,  hot,  extreme  temperatures  with  hot  winds  causing 
crops  to  ripen  rapidly  and  deulete  soil  moisture. , :General  crop  conditions 
fair.  Winter  wheat  harvest  started  with  yield  somewha.t  below  normal.  Spring  grain 
fair  a.nd  st, anting  to  ripen  but  needing  rain.  Second  cutting  hay  well  advanced  but 
snort  crop  ''n  account  of  low  soil  moisture.  Livestock  in  good  condition  on  higher 
ranges;  lower  ranges  badly  dried  out.  Cricket  control  continues  where  crop  damage 
is  experienced.  Grasshopper  control  work  in  small  scattered  areas. 

SHER IDAN :  Scattered  showers  throughout  county,  followed  by  warm  weather  with  little 
wind.  Growing,  conditions  favoraole.  Warm  moist  weatner  very  favoraole 
to  development  of  rust  in  wheat.  Late  seeded  fields  will  unquestionably  be  damaged 
oy  rust  wnicii  is  developing  very  rapidly  at  this  time.  Early  seeded  fields  have 
possibly  advancedto  a  stage  where  rust  will  not  materially  influence  the  yield  or 
quality  of  crop  produced.  Up  to  present  time,  grasshopper  damage  has  not  beun 
serious.  Control  measures  have  hald  locally  natched  hoppers  in  check, so  serious 
damage  is  not  anticipated.  'Migration  of  foreign  hoppers  has  occurred  in  parts  of. 
the  county, with  some  damage  reported  in  these  .areas.  Unless  further  migration 
occurs,  extensive  damage  is  n'^t  anticipated.  Livestock  conditions  continue  favor¬ 
able.  Native  grasses,  have  developed  well  and  natural  reseeding  is  occurring  in  all 
parts  of  county.  Increase  in  demand  fer  farm  labor.  Rust  in  wheat  has  stimulated 
use  ofbinders  in  harvesting,  with  consequent  increase  in  demand  for  ‘narvest  ■hs.nds. 
Local  supply  sufficient  at  present  time. 

ST ILLif/ATER :  Extremely  hot  on  several  days, high  tempera.ture  was  97°-  *05  inch  pre¬ 

cipitation  at  Columbus.  In  general,  crop  conditions  a-re  fa.vor.able. 

Hot  weat'ner  hp.s  ripened  grain  very  fast  ,aud  harvesting  is, -starting  in  som.e  dryland 
sections.  Some  reports  of  potato  fields  becoming  infested  with  purple  top  and  a 
similar  condition  is  affecting  tomatoes.  Past  week  favora.'ole  for  haying.  Beets  mak¬ 
ing  rapid  growth,  &lthough  ther^-  has  been  some  damage  from  beetles  and  other  insects. 
Grasshoppers  appearing  in  some  parts  of  county  but  little  damage  as  yet.  Mormon 
crickets  practically  under  control  v/ith  operations  closing  dovm  in  several  localities. 
Considerable  damage  being  reported  from  the  insect  causing  purple  top.  Webworms 
nnd  whiteflyalso  Deing  reported  working  on  beets.  Livestock  generally  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  No  surplus  of  labor. 

SWEET  GRASS :  Clearer  and  v/armer,  allowing  haying  to  proceed  satisfactorily.  Slight 
precipitation.  General  growing  and  ripening  conditions  excellent. 

Ea.rly  seeding  of  winter  grain  being  h.'^rvested,  balance  ripening  fast.  E.arly  spring 
grain  pra,ctica.lly  headed.  La,ter  spring  crops  starting  to  head.  All  in  good  color. 
Most  alfalfa  hay  up.  V/ild  a.nd  tame  hays  being  harvestf'-d.  Livestock  doing  v'ell. 

Wool  all  sold  and  shipped.  Some  contracting  of  lambs.  Labor  situation  unchanged. 

TET ON :  Temperatures  ranged  in  ghigh  SC's  .all  week,  high  on  Friday  of  93°  which  is 

highest  for  this  season.  Hea,t  is  beginning  to  affect  crops.  Whea.t  commecn- 
ing  to  turn  prematurely  due  to  dry  weather.  Webworms  continue  to  talce  g-'^rdens  and 
many  fields  of  flax  and  mustard  have  been  destroyed.  "Very  little  grasshopper  damage 
to  date,  n,l though  a  few  heave  been  reported  in  Bole-Cordove  and  Furmington  area.s. 
Cutting  of  wild  hay  under  w.ay  practically  all  over  county, with  first  cutting  alfalf'^ 
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completed.  Wild  hay  reported  to  be  twice  as  heavy  as  last  year  insome  localities. 
Highest  price  paid  for  wool  in  this  locality  is  21  with  several  sales  reported 

the  oast  week  from  20  to  21^. 

T’OCLP :  Hot  and  dry.  Temoeratures  reached  highest  ooint  for  this  year.  SOii’.e 

fields  have  started  firing  and  a  good  rain  would  be  beneficial  in  some  sec¬ 
tions.  Most  croos  holding  up  well.  Webworms  and  blister  beetles  working  in  great  ' 
numbers  throughout  entire  county.  Webworms  have  strioped  some  of  outer  edges  of 
wneat  arid  mustard  fields.  Twc  cases  known  where  webworms  actually  cut  down  wheat, 
but  total  damage  was  not  to  exceed  25  acres.  Some  contracting  of  lambs  at  higher 
figure  than  earlier  in  year.  Considerable  wool  still  being  sold  from  IS  to  20^. 

Grass,  range  and  water  good. 

YAL b£Y :  Scattered  sicowers  v/ith  so  .'0  ahil  renorted  in  Grain  area.  Temperatures  I 

generally  high.  Crop  conditions  favorable.  With  high  temperatures  and  j 
showers,  grain  is  turning  fast.  Some  rust  reported  but  no  amoarent  damage.  Grass-  ! 
ncnoers  continue  to  move  into  county,  but  do  not  extend  to  northern  half,  poison 
available  but  very  little  being  moved.  Damage  is  very  spotted,  however,  insome  j 

sections  considerable  damage  was  renorted;  Farmers  in  infested  area  beginning  to  ! 
cut  oats  and  other  crous  in, effort  to  save  at  least  some  hay.  Dluejoing  haying  well  j 
under  v^ray,  with .  reports  of  crop  being  twice,  or  even  more,  that  of  la-st  year.  Live-  j 
stock  in  good  condition  with  grass  looking  good.  Some  sleening  sickness  reported.  j 

yVHEATL AliD :  Continued  warm  weather.  One  heavy  rain  and  some  light  showers,  with  i 
h.ail  in  Judith  Gap  area  but  no  damage  to  crops.  Dryland  crops  excep¬ 
tionally  good.  Small  area  in  southwestern  portion  is  in  need  of  some  moisture  to 
make  crop  conditions  good.  Large  amount  of  weD^vorms  general  over  county,  but  no 
great  damage  reeorteci  other  than  of  gardens  being  destroyed.  Some  grasshonbers  in  j 
southeast  mart  of  county,  but  little  or  no , damage  being  done.  j 

WIBAUX :  Weatner  hot  most  of  week.  Grain  rinening  fast.  Oats  and  barley  generally 
oeing  cut  because  of  grasshooner  damage.  Some  wheat  being  harvested  early 
because  of  grasshoppers  cutting  heads  and  also  because  of  rust.  There  is  consider¬ 
able  rust  in  some  fields,  and  fields  affected  are  not  rinening  nronerly.  Grass-  j 
hopper  dairjge  in. barley  and  oat  fields  from  20fo  to  100^,  in  wheat  fields  -a  few  to 
SC^.  .Average  in  co'unty  may  reach  ^0  to  60^.  Some  corn  fields  reported  damaged  by 
nopners.  Corn,  millet,  and  gardens  beginning  to  show  effects  of  drouth  in  north 
h'^lf  of  county.  Ranges  still  in  good  condition  .end  livest''ck  doing  well.  Large 
snortage  of  labor. 

YELL  0.^' ST  ONE :  Precipitation  .5^  inch.  'Jeather  hot,  nights  fairly  cool.  Growing 

conditions  excellent.  Pract icallyall  irrigated  "dnter  wheat  -in  shock. 
Some  irriga.ted  spring  wheat  being  cut.  Some  dryland  winter  wheat  also  in.  shock, 
and  combining  v,’ill  start  next  week.  SOid''  second  cutting  alfalfa  done.  Haying  v/ill  j 
sta.rt  middle  of  next  week.  Potatoes  all  'effected  by  purple  top.  Spraying  in  pro-  1 
gress  throughout  county.  Potato  crop  will  be  at  least  50^  under  normal  yield  in  | 

county.  General  movement  of  crickets  in  northward  and  egg  laying  start'd.  Control 
work  being  carried  on  v.dth  tin  barrier  and  oil  as  the  principal  methods,  of 'control. 
Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  Some  v/ether  la.mbs  contracted  at  5'^  to  6^.  Best 
range  conditions  as  fa.r  as  feed  and  water  is  concerned,  in  years.  Surnlus  of  labor. 
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